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LETTER, 4rc. 



Respected Friend, 

LUKE HOWARD: 

Thy Letter addressed to me bearing date 1825, was not 
received until about two months since. It was neatly 
printed in octavo form, and contains about 20 pages. A- 
greeably with thy entreaty, I have given It a patient and 
candid perusal and have carefully referred to the passages 
of Scripture quoted in the work; and having always had 
the highest esteem for the memcry of our deceased friend 
Job Scott. I have felt a concern to send thee a few re- 
marks and observations, as they occurred to my mind f** 
perusing thy Letter. 

In the first place, I was for some time at a loss, t* dis- 
cover any adequate motive for so much labour a^'^ ^^t' 
ter must have cost thee. TK" subject of Job^^"'s book 
is regeneration and the ne^ birth: its title "^<LVATION 
BY CHRIST"; a doctrine which I belief is by all Chris- 
tians admitted to be scriptural. — It is ifeated by him a lit- 
tle, and but a little, differently from the usual mode. To 
those who have not come to rely<;ntirely on the Holy Spi- 
rit for instruction, it may appear strange, and like Nicode- 
mus, they may query "How can these things be?" But 
to those who, by a total renunciation of the will and wis- 
dom of the creature — that "Wisdom which is from be- 
neath," have come under the administration of the AJnw 
Covenant — ^I think tlie treatise will be easily understood. 
Perhaps the author may not always have been the most hap- 
py, in the choice of met^hors to illustrate his subject— per- 




^s he did not conduct and support his Allegory wil 
most critical skill — perhaps he did not sufficiently explain 
the deep spiritual views which his exercised mind had la- 
ken of the doctrine — perhaps he may have applied some 
scripture texts, in a way thou canst not approve. — Admit- 
tiiig all this. I cannot see in these circumstunccs, while vrc 
admit the doctrine to be scriptural, a sufficient ground for 
a Letter, calculated to prostrate his religious character, and 
to destroy, especially in the youthful mind, all confidence 
in his religious writings. If thy conduct be correct, who 
that has left writttn or printed memoirs of their religious 
labours and experience, may escape the fatal thrust of some 
posthumous opposer? 

It appears by the memorial of his brethren, that Job 
Scott's moral character was i emarkably correct. They say, 
" in the various duties of private life, as well as in the rela. 
tions of son, husband, parent, and neighbour, he was truly 
exemplary." His literary attainments were probably su. 
perior to those of a large maj irity of his cotemporaries. 
The memorial says, "through his turn for literary improve- 
IJient, he acquired both a competent share of common 
school learning, and m^e some progress in other branches 
of literature." The course of inbtruciion, at that time, in 
tiie common schools in New England, was perhiips, supc- 
nor to that in any other of the Colonies; and Job Scott, in 
lit his ICssay on Baptism, as tvell as in his other works, gives 
evtJence, that he was a man of strong mental capacities, as 
well «i of considerable f^ading. But it was in the dcj-th and 
consiste.,;y of hisreligious/;haracter, and his extraordinary 
qualificatio., ^ a Gospel Miii^tcr, that he stood most con- 
spicuima. t-, these points his Mends remark, "Being of 
Strong and read) abilities, and his nind improved and en- 
larged by the saiict^Ving power of Tn^h, he was enabled, 
aod zealously, and vCi-j usefully disposed for the promo- 
tion of the cause of Hightousness, in which he was engag. 
cd. Hjviiig. inihe School of Christ, measurably learned 
the mystery of the fall and restoration of man, and to ««. 
deritand the scriptures, and yfter/frecH^/y to apply them; he 
was brought under the preparing hand of the Lord, for the 
work of the ministry; under which dispensation his suul 
wrah deeply baptized and brought under p-eat •») mpathy 
with seeking souls, who were travailing in birth that Christ 
. .night be/ormed in them: to whom. he was at tim'-s 
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seasons enabled, powerfully to administer encouragement 
and consolation. Thus, for several years, by letters and 
epistles, for which he was eminently gifted with instruc- 
tive and edifying talents, he laboured for the promotion of 
the cause of truth.'' Of his Ministry, in particular, 
they say: *^ His appearance in the Ministry was not very 
frequent when at home, and he was frequently led into aa 
example of silence when abroad; circumspect not to mi- 
nister without fresh anointing, and careful in attending 
closely, to the turningsof the Key of David." 

The Memorial of the National half-year's meeting of 
Friends in Ireland, says: *'From genime mor^^, evinced 
in the course of his religious services, we believe him to 
have been an instrument, fitted and prepared by the Great 
Master, through deep and repeated baptisms, for use and 
service in his Church militant-p-called and sent forth by 
the immediate influence of his Spirit, to publish the Gos- 
pel." •*He was adiligent waiter to experience renewed qua- 
lification for service, before he attempted to move, either 
in the Ministry or Discipline; well knowing, that without 
a fresh anointing, any endeavours to act must prove inef- 
fectual, and tend to center in lifeless formality; against 
which he was zealously concerned to bear testimony. His 
conversation was coupled with fear, as well as seasoned 
with grace, and being deep in heavenly mysteries^ he was 
cautious of squandering the same; yet, when at liberty 
for conversation, his communications were agreeable and 
remarkably instructive.'' 

Such was the character of Job Scott, as pourtrayed by 
his brethren in America and Europe} It is the valuable 
influence of such an example, that thy Letter is calculated 
to destroy! 

Permit me now, to call thy attention to some parts oi 
thy Letter, which seem intended to produce this unhappy 
e&ct; in a review of which, I shall occasionally contrast 
them with the authentic testimonies of the Society, on both 
sides of the Atlantic. In page 4, thou sayest: " There 
was certainly in the character of this dear friend, a percep- 
tible excess^ on the side of the imagination and the feeL 
ings^^ '* such a temperament, in measure disqualifies a 
minister from being a competent judge of Doctrine and 
controversies.'* Now it is this "excess on the side of the 
imagination and the feelings'* that constitutes ^ fanatic^ 
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An ardent imagination, and warm feelings on religiods 
jects, when governed and regulated by the holy Spirit, 
no impedement to religious growth, or usefulness: On 
contrary, they fit the instrument for more extensive '. 
productive labour in die Lokd's vineyard. That such 
was the natural character of the Apostle Paul, is I believe 
universiilly admitted. There is scarcely a page of his 
writings, that does not give ample evidence of a warm 
imagination. His frequent illustrations of the typical law, 
and its figurative character, with relation to divine realities 
under the Gospel dispensation. — His free use of allegories 
and metaphors — his allusions to the customs, and practices, 
and amusements — to the races, and sports, and g.imes, of 
the people of that day — his quotations from their Poets 
and Philosophers, are all incontestible evidences of a warm 
and vigorous imagination; which under divine influent 
made him eminently useful, as the Apostle of the Genlili 
Of the ardency of his feelings there can be no doubt. 

But when an ardent imagination, and warm feelings ea 
listed in the cause of Religion, are suffered to burst the 
bounds of truth and reason, and run out into " perceptible 
excess", what are then the consequences'? The history of 
the Anabaptists of Munster, the riots in London under 
Lord Gordon, and many other circumslances, sufficiently 
answer the question. To one of the consequences, less 
terrible, but more fatal to the cause of pure and unde&Ied 
religion, thou hast colled our attention. *' Such a tem- 
perament, in me;isure disqualifies a Minister from being a 
competent j\idge of dnetrlnes and controversies"', and con- 
sequently, with respect to doctrines, no reliance should be 
placed in his judgment. Carried into excesses by Iiis 
"imagination and feelings," he is an incompetent judge, 
and unworthy of credit — He is afmmtic! 

But, how does thy character of Job Scott, agree with 
that given him, not by individuals, whose judgment might 
be warped by esteem or dislike; but by ihc Monthly meet- 
ing, of which he was a member — by Friends, amongst 
whom he resided, and who had long watched him, under 
those circumstances where llie character of a minister is 
seldom mistaken — by Friends, who must have been more 
competent jiidpcs of his character, than a Friend in London, 
who had seen him a few times during a visit to that city ! 
•'Hie mind," snysthc Meeting, "wajj improved and cn» 




larged^ by the sanctifying power of Truth" — " He had 
measurably learned, in the school of Christ, the mystery t^ 
the fall and restoraiion ot man; and to understand the scrip- 
tures, i.i\A pertinently to apply them" — " His soul was deep- 
ly baptized" — "He was eminently g^ifted %vith instructive 
and edifying talents."* From all parts of the American 
continent, where he had laboured in the Gospel, his friends 
say, "he returned certificates of the approbation of those 
he visited, and we have good reason to believe, he has left 
many seals of his Gospel ministry, and impressions of near 
and dear unity and fellowship with him, as a brother be- 
loved." 

Now I would ask thee to say, if Job Scott was the man 
thou hast described him, would Friends, in all parts of this 
Continent, where he had travelled, have borne such a tes- 
timony of him? If he had run into " excess on the side of 
the imagination,'' would they have had " near and dear 
unity and fellowship with him as a brother beloved''? To 
answer in the affirmative, is to say, that Friends in all the 
places he visited, had unity with a ivild fanatical spirit ! 

But let us suppose for a moment, that Friends in this 
land, were so blind, that they never perceived this spirit 
in him; — Or let us suppose, that he never indulged in anv 
excesses of the imagination and feelbgs, on this Continent 
—that he reserved alt this false fire untU he visited Europe! 
what then becomes of the European testimonies concern- 
ing him? Let us now recur to that of the National half- 
year's meeting for Ireland, and attend for a moment to some 
of its sentiments. It tells us, that "from genuine marks 
evinced in the course of his religious services, we be» 
lieve him to have been an instrument, fitted and prepar- 
ed, by the great Master, through deep and repeated bap. 
tism, for use and service in his Church militant" — '* He 
was a diligent waiter to experience renewed qualifications 
for service." — "His conversation was coupled with fear, 
as well as seasoned with Grace, and being deep in heaven- 
ly mysteries, he was cautious of squandering the same; but 
when at liberty for conversation, his communications were 
agreeable and remarkably instructive." 

Do we see any marks of fanaticism in all this? — Is it 
through deep baptism, that this fialse fire is elicited? Is it 
by '^diligently waiting to experience renewed qualification 
£ir religious service, that the ''imagination'' becomes i^mf- 
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td, and runs out into *' perceptible excesses.'* I beliw*' 
none, who are acquainted with such baptisms, and whose 
''conversation is coupled with fear- and beascMicd with 
grace ' will answer in the affirmative. 

Perhaps however, our Friends in Ireland, being them- 
selves naturally of a warm temperament, may have beA 
mistaken — Or, they may have wilfully thrown a veil, over* 
weakness; which, from self-love, they were willing to be- 
lieve was a venial defect! Therefore, as a last resort, td 
defend the character of this self-denying and baptized ser- 
vant of Christ, who is not here to speak a word for himself; 
let us now recur to the Yearly Epistle from Frieiids ^ 
Londoji, in the year 1793. to the Yearly Meeting of Rhode 
Island.— In the Memorial of Providence Monthly Mcetinf^, 
concerning Job Scott, I find these words: ' He arrived tt 
Dunkirk [in France] the fifth day of the First month, and 
I after tarrjing there about ten days, much to his own and 
rricnds' satisfaction, he proceeded to England. Takior 
some meetings in Kent went to London, attended the dif* 
fcrtnt Meetings in that City — then into Wales, and attend- 
ed the several Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, and the 
- -Tearly Meeting at Caermarthen; thence to Bristol, and re- 
turning to London, attended the Yearly Meeting there^ 
Whof [Friendsof the Yearly Meeting] in their Epistle to ours, 
speak of him in a very satl\factonj manner." 

Thus we see, from authentic documents, that not only 
in the United States, but in lrtrland.andFrance, and Wales, 
and England, Job Scott's character and labours, are repre- 
sented in terms of the highest approbation. Even in Lon* 
don, near the place of thy residence, he is spoken of in "a 
very satisfactory manner," Can we suppose this ivould 
have been the case, if his labours and conduct had been 
marki'd by a fanatical spirit — or if thou prefer the terms, 
by * a perceptible excess of the im;i^nation and the fed. 
in^"? 

From any thing dial appears, thou art the only /VwW 
who cvtr perceived this defect in Jol> Scotl's character! ft 
was lefV to tJit/ petietration Xu discover it. ;.nd more than 
thirty years, after this excellent Minister, and devoted fol- 
lowerof Christ, w;i!» laid in his guve, thine was die 
to nroclDtm it to the worid ! 

I will n'lw call thy attention to a portion of thy Lei 
^Ainch, ] think, not only evinces a lighuKS» of spirit on 



tiol- 



u~~ — 

^^■art, but a disposition, by a degrading comparison, to prc^ 
^^H^te the idea that Job Scott was an ignorant man .' 
^^P 'After speaking of that ''perceptible excess on the ^ideof 
' the imagination and the feelings." which thon declares with 
great assurance " was certainly in the character of our de- 
ceased friend." thou makest the following remarks, which 
that I may not be misunderstood, I will quote in thy own 
language, page 4 — •* It," that is this perceptible excess in 
a minister- " is sometimes corrected by experience, and by 
an intercourse, in a spirit of charity, with others as zealous 
and hiotving as himself. 1 remember an lionest man's re- 
mark wYiQ {izdhzen hired as a help from a distant country, 
k and had had to follow Ms employer for the_^n( time through 
ur crowded metropolis. ' 1 never saw such a place as Lon- 
1 in my life! — why nobody would gel out oi my mas- 
'j way' !— Just so itis withji)Diver/u/ bat secluded minds, 
Tvhen they emerge from their circle ai assenting hearers and 
Weak opponents into a wider horizon and have to compare 
the cofitents of their budget with the variety of conflicting 
opinions around thepi. ' 

In tliis paragraph Job Scott is compared to an ignorant 
hired servant who had to follow his master through the 
streets of London, in which " crowded metropolis he had 
never been before and who was so stupid as to think the 
passing multitude ought all to get out of his master s way. 
It is plainly intimated that Job Scott s mind had been a "se- 
cluded" one and had never " emerged from the circle of as- 
senting hearers and weak opponents'" — that he had never 
compared, what thou art pleased to call " the contents of 
his budget with the variety of conflicting opinions around 
him" ! 

That he was not an ignorant man the memorial I have 
quoted, and his various publications, sufficiently attest. 
That he had not Just emerged from a "circle of assetaing 
hearers and -weak opponents," the Journal of his travels 
published since his decease and the well known character 
of the population of New England, clearly demonstrate. 
To those wjio are acquainted by personal intercourse with 
the people of our Eastern states, it will be viijn to say they 
are " weak opponents ' or " assenting hearers"; that they 
never were so. is evident from their history ! 

On the contents of the paragraph last quoted from thy 
i^^etter I will not detain thee long; but after a few reniarks, 
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wil! leave thee to enjoy all the satisfaction that suck eompa. 

risons may atFord thee in moments of cool reflection. 'I'herc 
runs through the whole passage a lein of ironi/ and mr- 
casm, which thy readers cannot fail to perceive, and which 
is not only inconsistent with the gAvity of a religious cha. 
racter, on such a subject, but is much to be lamented 
when employed by a Friend against a worthy deceased 
minister of his own denomination. 

That thou shouldst suppose him to be an igiioraiit man, 
is perhaps verj- natural. 'I'liose who have seldom emerg- 
ed from the narrow circle, and smoky atmosphere of any 
" crowded metropolis" seem, very generally, to suppoat 
almost all the learning and knowledge in the world, are cen. 
tercd with them; and that the little which the rest of man- 
kind possess, may be compared to the " gleaning grapes, 
or as the shaking of an olive tree — two or three berries va 
the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the out* 
most fruitful branches." I am inclined to think thy own 
countrymen are peculiarly subject to this error, especially 
fas it regards the people of the United States. Until ve- 
ry lately, the people of England have acted as if they 
ihought we could hardly get along well, unless they sent us 
Law, Physick Philosophy and Religion; whilst we at the 
Kme time, could not perceive in the professional character 
or qualifications of those that came amongst us, any supe- 
riority worth the expense and trouble of their transporta- 
tion. 

That the people of the United States ought not to be 
denominated "a circle of assenting hearers and weak op- 
ponents", is evident from all authentic histories of lliem 
ainoe the first setUcment of this country. They have al- 
ways been apt to discern the spirit of encroachment, tena- 
cious of their rights, and zealous in their defence. On re- 
ligious subjects they have been engaged to inquire with 
great earnestness: and being unshackled with the yok? of 
an oppressive Hierarchy, and free from that seducing in- 
fluence wliich llie "dignified clergy" arc ccmstantly exer- 
cising to draw dissenters into their schemes, it i& to be 
presumed the Americans liave attained to as clear views of 
truth as any other people. With respect to the society of 
Friends, from a pretty extensive acquaintance with its mem- 
ber* on tills side the Ocean, I think I may say, tbcy are on 

Btivc, intelligent and thoughtful people, and too far mm 
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moved from the M^eakness of infancy, to stand in need of 
foreign aid. 

The following passage of thy Letter, page 6, seems in- 
tended to convey the idea that Job Scott was a man of a 
gross indelicate character. Nor do 1 wonder that thoil 
could be easily persuaded to believe it. With ignor' 
aiice we are apt to connect indelicacy. That the read* 
crmay judge for himself I will quote the passage verbatim, 
"I shall strive not to make this Letter the vehicle nfim- 
proper thoughts by quoting expressions tfrom the EssaJ^ 
entitled Salvation by Christ] which could not be read, I 
think, in a mixed company of Friends of both sexes, withi 
out bringing confusion over some of their faces.'' 

Now the doctrine implied by this censure is evidently 
this; that if any writer, under the solemn engagement 6f 
opening and illustrating divine truths, should use language 
that '' could not be read in a /n/aW company of both sexes; 
without bringing confusion over some of their faces," such 
writer is censurable for making his work "the vehicle of 
improper thoughts''. Upon this hypothesis, almost everv' 
scripture writer, from Moses down to the latest author ot 
any book in the New Testament is gUilty Of gross indeli^ 
cacy. In attempting to propagate such a sentiment, thou 
hast passed a severe censure on nearly all the scripture wri- 
ters. Who does not know that there are hundreds of pas', 
sages in the Bible far more indelicate than any thing in 
Job Scott's book? It is unnecessary to refer to them. Per- 
haps thy mind, refined and chastened by intercourse with 
the elegant and polite society of your "crowded metropo- 
lis,'' might think such reference indelicate! One thing how- 
ever is obvious, that rather than not bring an odium on Job 
Scott s character thou art willing to involve all the scrip* 
ture writers in the guilt of making their work '' the veliicle 
of improper thoughts' , and like him, they must lay undCT 
the charge of grossnesa and indelicacy ! And what adds 
to the singularity of thy conduct on this occasion, thou 
condemns in theory, what thou exhibits in practice; for 
the succeeding pages of thy Letter express all the ideas 
in Job Scott's book, that are calculated to bring "confu- 
sion over some faces in a mixed company of both sexes'"! 

Having briefly noticed the charges oi fanaticism, ignor. 
ance and indelicacy, preferred against Job Scott, I will now ^^ 
revert to some remarks* on the 3d ^age ot thy Le^. J 



Thou sayest, "having heard him preach with much pow- 
er and energy when he was in England, I "as interested 
and affected by the circumstances of his death in Ireland, 
soon afterwards; and the regard I liave cherished for his 
memory, made me a little concerned for liis religious re- 
putation." I would not suggest a hint on this occasion to 
impeach thy veracity; but 1 cannot omit calling thy atlen- 
tion to the inconsistency of thy conduct with thy profes- 
sion of "regard for his memory." I think it cannot be 
doubted that if thy Letter were generally to make the im* 
presMons which it is eminently calculated to produce ciB 
weak and ignorant readers, it would do more injury to his 
religious reputation than all that the open enemicii of spi- 
titual religion and worship, could ever effect. That thy 
Letter will injure his religious reputation in this country, I 
do not say. The "seals of his ministry" are yet thickly 
scattered up and down this land, and thousands of witness- 
es are yet living and ready to bear testimony to the sobric. 
ty, gravity, and steady deportment of this digniGed am* 
bassador of Christ — that so far from being a fanatic, or ig- 
norant or indelicate, his ministry, and his instructive and 
chaste coftversiitlon, were evident proofs to the contrary. 
Thy professions of concern for his memory reminds me of 
(he famous Lacerta, that terror of the Nile, who is SLid to 
weep over his victim before he destroys it. Hudst tlitu o- 
mitted one little word in the sentence I quoted, and swl 
the regard I cherislied for his memory made me little con- 
cerned for his religious reputation; there would have been 
some correspendence between thy professions and thy con- 
duct afterwards. 

Connected with the quotation I last made fram thy Lrt- 
" ter, is the following remark respecting the book under thy 
b teview. — "Had he [Job Scott] lived to near tlic present 
time," " my own decided opinion, after mature delibera- 
tion, li t'tct he never would haue published it as it nato ap. 
'peart nor probably, at this time of day at all," To the 
fornricr part of this opinion, I can very fully assent. It 
U vtn,' probable, had he lived, he would have done what 
everj author, who has time and opportunity, ought to do — 
he Would have revised and corrected it for the press. — To 
use his own language, he would have hud it "properly di* 
gntcd," and "a good deal better guarded, '—that so r>fl 
after cridc, who might be cUsposeA lo tavilidatc his diu- 
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acter, or cavil at his doctrine, should haVe had a pretext i 
however flimsy, to make his book appear the work of an 
ignorant or indelicate writer. But he was prevented from 
cfiecting his purpose, by an early transition to a better 
world; and thou hast taken advantage of this circumstance 
to destroy his reputation ! and thus it appears, that this dy« 
ing martyr in the cause of truth, had good reason to desire 
that his writings might be "properly digested, and better 
guarded. ' 

But why should thou think he would not have published 
it at all? Thou acknowledgest that on his death bed, a!, 
luding to the doctrines advanced in his essay, " he still re- 
garded them as true." Dost thou suppose that after he 
had said, " I am deeply grounded in them, as being tht 
very life and substance of Christianity, indeed of all true re- 
ligion,"' he would now, like many of our polite modern 
Quakers, have receded from this ground, and exchanged 
the joys and consolations and support of spiritual re- 
religion and worship, for the dry husks of a barren and life- 
less theology ? Dost thou think he would have followed 
the example of those, who have sold and are selling 
their blrth-right to the Invaluable inheritance of our faith- 
ful predecessors, for what is far worse than ' ' a mess of pot- 
tage" ? Canst thqu admit the idea, that he would have i 
gone creeping to the world, and have bartered any of our 1 
noble testimonies, for the transient honours and appUuse I 
of a day? Fpr my pLirt I cannot; — I think he was too 1 
"deeply grounded" in the truth ! Could I think other- | 
wise, I should rejoice in his timely escape; and thank ati 
allwise Providence, that he had taken him from us while I 
his lamp was burning in brightness, with this language on | 
his dying lips — " Follow me as I have endeavoured to fol- I 
low Christ, the Lord of life and glorj', and the Rock of my J 
eternal salvation." 1 

Thou thinkest it probable, he would not have published I 
his essay, at this time of day at all. But why not at this 
time ^fdaij? — Has any new or better light appeared since 
his death ? or have we so much improved the light we had. 
that to publish it would be supererogatory ? Look at the 
state of society in England, and Ireland, and Scotland and 
Wales, Do "the fruitful fields laugh with abundance" 
— has " the parched ground become a pool, and the dr) 
Juid springs of water ?''■;— Is the doctrine of rcgencralion 



'and the hew hirth so well understood, that there is no fur. 
ther need to call the public attention to the momentous 
subject? Have commentators and critics so perfectly 
opened and explained it, that our religious society have no 
cause to proclaim it, in the deep spiritual manner of our ear- 
ly Friends ? 

Well I think he would have published it. Thou hast glv. 
en me no reason for thy opinion; I will give thee one for 
mine. Many of the members of the society to which be 
belonged, have since his time *' receded from genuine 
Quakerism" in doctrine and practice, and have approachol 
what are called '-the reformed church". Of this they are 
publicly reproached by our adversaries, in books publish- 
ed on purpose to bring the society under odium.* And 
the reproach is but too well founded. Our countiy 
is teeming with pamphlets, couched in intemperate and 
scurrilous language, written by members of our socieOf, 
advocating the most irrational and unscriptural doctrinesj 
drawing the attention from the hrward, potential, and only 
means of salvation, "the light within;'* the holy spirit in the 
^ul; "God manifest in the fiesh"; in our j(esh — to out- 
" pard and carnal objects, to outward blood, outward laws, 
1 ouhvard sacrifice, an outward mediator, an outward in< 
P^iercessor, an outward redeemer, in fine, to an outward 
V^ion — a scheme of redemption, of which Job Scott sai, 
' "It is as dark as Egyptian darkness" — a scheme wi) 
] which his enlightened and redeemed mind was disguste( 
I juid which he faithfully laboured, by his ministry and wri- 
\ tings, to expose in its own natural deformity! — and in no 
L vork more than in the essayentitled, " Salvation by Christ." 
rJFor these reasons I think if he had lived to near the present 
p|ime, he would have published it, if not long before. 

Now if I mistake not, thy opposition to Job Scott's woi^ 
and thy desire to lessen his charjcter have originated from 
the tact, that he was an enemy to this outward scheme of re. 
demption; and, in a clear and lucid manner, preached and 
'llustralcd this eternal truth, " except man be bom again 
ecannot see the kingdom of God.' For this sentiment, 
t is but just that J should give thee ray reasons; because 
'iky real object is not very obvious to a superficial or 
r»eadcn ii lies indeed perceptible through everj part of i 

*3es Bnwalcc't Icqiiirr. 
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Letter, but is so mixed up with other matter, that : 
suspecting reader might not discover it. 

In the first place then as the doctrine of Job Scott is un- 
deniably true; and so admitted, even by thyself ; the mere 
circumstance of an alleged defect in the manner of illus- 
trating it, could hardly be an adequate motive for assailing 
the religious character of a deceased friend, and holding 
him up, as an object of public censure. 
J Secondly. If the mode taken to illustrate and explain 
l^is doctrine, had been defective, and such as thou thought 
I 'ifirarthy of public attention, thy object might have been ac- 
complished without impeaching him nf fanaticism, ignor- 
ance, indeliracy» and several other capital defects not yet 
noticed. 

Thirdly. In thy prologue, page 3, it is made evident, 
ttiat thy Letter was intended for circulation amongst 
Friends in this country, for whose use " it was exclusively 
written" ! But at the same time thou seemest anxious we 
should be explicitly informed, that it " is not the result of 
any correspondence, previously had, with any Friend in 
the United States" I Why this anxiety? 

From what I have said I think it appears: 1st, Thy ob- ■ 
ject was not to refute the doctrine of the " New Birth." 3 
2d, It was not mere criticism, nor explanation. 3d, It was 
something offensive, in which American Friends were not to 
appear ! It required an apology, a veil to cover its de, 
formity, something to make it pass current, for error, when 
naked does not travel well ! 

It is very obvious, from several late publications of 
Friends in England, and still more so by the oral commu- 
nications of several ministers from thence, that this out- 
•ward, carnal scheme of redemption, has been adopted by 
some of the wealthy, influential, leading men and women a- 
mongst them; and by thy Letter it as plainly appears that | 
thou art united in principle with them, as will more plainly 
be seen in the sequel. Job Scott was a noble testimony- 
bearer against this dead image, and its worship ; and while 
his reputation and influence remain unimpaired, many wUI 
never bow at its altar. It is therefore an important point 
to remove him out of the way. 

The society of Friends in Kngland were originally plant- 
ed, *' a noble vine.'* Under the guardian care of the great 
husbandman, it struck deep its roots, arid spread wide its 
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branches^— and being Vvatered with the dews of hca%cn, S 
became fruitful, to the praise of that grace, by which it 
stood unhurt through every storm. But alas! trusting to 
the frail supports of human contrivance and worldly policv, 
it has bowed its noble head, and many of its branches have 
become as "the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto 
its Lord.' This is so obvious, that many of the wejghtj 
members of the church, on both sides of the Ocean, have 
liad to take up the plaintive language of the prophet, *' I 
will bewail with the weeping of Jazer, the vine of Sibmah 
(conversion) I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbon 
[invention) for the shouting of thy summer fruits, and 
thy harvest is fallen; all gladness is taien away, and jaj 
out of the plentiful field; and in the vineyards there can be 
310 singing, neither can there be shouting, the ireaders can 
tread no wine in their presses, the vintage shouting hath 
ccitsed.' 

I say many of its branches have become degenerate, fisf 
I trust and believe, that amongst the constituent members 
of the society in Europe, there-are not a few who are main* 
raining its simple doctrines and noble, testimonies, in ha. 
mility and faithfulness. It is, nevertheless, too obvious to 
escape attention, that some of its most active members, 
have mournfully lapsed in doctrine and practice, from the 
example of our primitive Friends; and that in many pla- 
ces the society has become a desolation. 

This fact I presume will not be denied. The great caus- 
es are tm/aifhjulnesx, the love of the world, a reluctance W 
bear the cross, a wantof magnanimity to despise the shame. 
Amongst the secondary causes, the great accession of 
wealth, has been a fruitful source of degeneracy. This 
has led to associations with the world, and an amalgama- 
tion with its spirit; hence, not only a fear to offend, but a 
desire to please the great, the noble, the rich, and the Icam- 
' ed has been the consequence. — The nature of the Govern- 
ment has also had its influence. The titles and the splcn' 
t iour of nobility, are very dazzling to the natural eye. Thi 
. who regard them with unceasing gaae, especially the 
I "jhould have their eyes frequently anointed with the 
Mlve of the kingdom, to prevent partial, and even 
blindness. A learned and numerous body of tlie ckrgy, 
scattered through the land, of all grades, from the mitred 
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firivf Fiiends irito their popular sthemes, for spreading 
-fcligion, as they call it has had a very visible effect, on the 
characters of many of the opulent and accomplished mem- 
bers of society in England; and through them, on the cha- 
racter of some Friends on this side the Ocean. 

Soonaf'ttr the coalition of Friends with the nobility, 
gentry, and clergy, in order to send bibles over the worlds 
^ve begun to hear the excellence of charity preached up, 
»nd a narrow sectarian spirit decried. This met the ear 
like music. Charity is so exalted a virtue, that the very 
^ame is sweet; and what can be more odious than bigotiy? 
Soon after this, we heard that Friends the once despised 
^takers, were permitted to sit in the same room with 
J)ukesi and E;iris and Lords, and Gentlemen — not ex- 
actly on tlie same side of the room, but actually within the 
same walls! Next we heard that some of our ministers 
had been invited to address the honourable assembly: On 
■vhich they took the floor, made florid speeches, and were 
actually complimented and applauded by some of the no- 
bles, for their eloquence ! — and then we heard, that in re- 
fiim for all this civility, our grateful Friends had adopted 
the use of titles, and that the hireling ministers of an op- 
pressive hierarchy, were saluted by the style of the ■' dig- 
aified clergy '! M 

Thus things went on for several years. Quakerism in 
England began to lose its awkward gait and uncouth ap- 
pearaiKic. It was no longer that rustic " secluded" thing, 
neither willing nor fit to mingle in the politer circles of so- 
ciety. Clarksoa had published its " portraiture" in flat- 
lering colours — the news-papers rung its praise. It had 
ihaken off the fetters of bigotry and superstition, and its 
Bwifff/ principles except a few 'peculiarities," were the 
delight and admiration of the world ! From what I have 
heard and seen, I apprehend many friends in England, and 
a few in America, began to think the millennium was at 
land; when kings should be (he nursing fathers of the 
church and Queens its nursing mothers; when even em- 
perors should come bowing at the foot of the cross. It is 
said that the emperor Alexander, of Russia, wh^n on a visit 
lo England, after the sanguinary conflicts at Waterloo and 
fitris, attended the meetings of Friends in Londort and 
^|tonany thought they had nearly converted this hstdy 
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Warrior, just recking from the sliiugliter, and drenched ih 
gore, into a peaceable, polite Quaker! But, somehow 
anotlier, he escaped to his native country, and soon raised 
an army of several hundred thousand men, to keep down 
the rising spirit of freedom in Europe. It is uncertain, to 
this day. whether the holv alliance, was not the frui: 
of Alexander's religious impressions, received while in 
England. 

But the spirit of reform did not end here. Our * peca- 

liarities," as they have been termed by one of thy friends 

in England were found to be offensive to the new coU 

leagues; it Avas therefore desirable to softcii thfm doi 

and John Joseph Gurney wrote two or three books, to 

plain the doctrines of Christianity, in which the leai' 

jcatures of the trimtarian scheme, ivcre openly udvoca 

ind so acceptable were llie books to other religious socie* 

ies, avowed trimtariaiis, that they paid for many thousands 

f them to distribute for the public good ! 

Now the doctrine of a trinitv had lieen publicly dtt- 

wned by Friends. They denied any distinction in the 

^vine nature. Penn's '-Sandy Foundation Shaken ' had 

f'bcen adopted by the society aiul published over and ova 

y in his " Select Works." — Barclay had declared ''God is a 

Ptnost p'lrc, simple Being, void of all composition or di> 

li-vision. As if to shew that this doctrine did not, in his 

estimation, belong to the ChrisCtan system, he did not in 

his Apology for the true Christian divinity' ever treat oa 

' tile subject — he did not even sidmit the term ' triniij' * into 

I Ins book ! The atonement as preached by Fox, Pcnp, 

f^hitehead, Pennington, and the great body of Friends in 

rtfieir day, ^vas not an outward atonement, but an irnvart/stni 

Spiritual one, to be accomplished in the soul of every can* 
■date for salvation. It was the reconciliation of the sin- 
► ner unio God by repcntiuicc and obedience — not any change 
' Wrought in the unchangciible nature of the Deity ! h is 
I true George Keith opposed them in this point, but bccom- 
" * ^ turbulent, as these outward salisfactimitsts are %ct)- apt 
I be; he was disowned, and by an easy accommodation 
Joined the Episcopal church. The script v res had al- 
IWays been considered by Friends, not the "word of God" 
[jbor the words of God. but a reixrd of tilings known, or 
\ believed, or predicted, or done— written by iaithful nico. 
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under divine influence or inspiration. Barclaj' had declar> 
ed, that " tht IcLttT of the scripture iS outward, oi itse\{ -a 
dead thing; a mere dechiration of good things but not the 
things themst'lves." Ap. Prop. III. Sec. 2, We now hear 
from the gallery, this doctrine contradicted by ministers 
from England. When the Apostle declared, "the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life," we are told he only 
meant by '* the letter", the old law of Moses; and in thy 
I l*etter, page 16, tiie same^fee opinion is advocated. Thou 
^'st ' It was plainly not the letter of this book [the New 
sstamenij to which the Apostle applied tlic text ' ! Thus 
e-are taught that "the letter of scripture' which Barclay 
-■ays "is outward of itself a dead thing' is now come to 
Itfe, and is that on which we are to depend for religious in- 
struction. Now though we cannot receive thy doctrine, 
yet we can perceive its inconsistency with scripture, reason, 
and the testimony of our early Friends. We know from 
experience and the history of the church fur the last four- 
teen centuries, that a dependence on the lelfcr of scripture, 
brings death, division, contcmion, detraction, debate, per- 
secution, and even a disposition to defame ihc illustrioust i 
dead: of which thy own Letter furnishes some corrobora^ ^ 
live evidence. 

But these "peculiarities' ivhich I esteem fundamental^ 
principles of the society, were found to be as stumbling 
blocks in the way of a perfect union, between the parties 
to the new coalition; and an ardent desire was felt to re- 
move them out of the way; hence in addition to other 
means, a system of preaching ,quite new to us, was adopt-, 
ed by many of your ministers. The plan was to quotft , 
the figurative or metaphorical language of the scripture,-, 
and apply it in an outward and literal sense; contrary to the 
views and well known practice of our primitive Friends, 
And then, if any honest hearted, /wac^fca/ Friejid, denied 
their interpretation, he was to be denounced as an unsoimd, 
member of society. This plan was soon put iu operation, 
and is now producing its natural fruits — fruits which it has 
always produced, from the time of Constantine, down to 
the present day — intokrance on the one hand, and opposi- 
tion on the other. And now these ministers and their ad- 
herents, having left the broad and plain ground of George 
Fox and his coadjutors, have gradually slidden trom our 




' original principles, and are landed in the dark and intricate 
snazes of a lifeless, imitional, and barren theology. They 
Iiavebeen "receding from genuine Quakerism, and^ ap- 
proaching the re^;n«/churcljes ,'' until all the diftcrence 
in doctrine, between them, is scarcely worth the trouble of 
pointing it out ! 

Happy would it have been for our peaceful countrj-, had 
this plan been confined tothelandofitsorigin. But the spi. 
lit of proselyleism has ever been observed to ronncct itiiclf 
most closely, with the most errmieous sysienu, the advo. 
cates of which, wanting the support thiit truth gives, seek, 
as a substitute, the sustaining power of numb&rS. Hence, 
strenuous efforts Iiave been made to extend the sf stems so ■ 
as to include within its limits the numerous meetings of! 
this extensive continent; and, within a few years, an udu- 
tual number of ministers from Kngland, have landed oa j 
our shores. I would be verj- sorry to attribute to any la* 
bourer in the gospel field, an improper motive: but there ' 
has been so marked a difference between the temper and 
conduct of some of our late visiters, and of those who, dur- 
ing the forty preceding years, have laboured amongst us; 
that viewing their measures in connection with well known 
fccts, no reasonable doubt can remain, that they have act* 
^ id upon different principles and with different views:* But 
all this shows they did not understand the general character 
of the visited; nor did they consider how widely, in manjr 
respects, our circumstances differ from those of our frietids 
\ England. They have sought to convert us to the prin- 
1 f^es of the new coalition, wliile the motives to a junctioa 
" e repugnant to our feelings. It may be very desirable to 
ir trans*atlantic brethren, to stand upon good terms with 
I Ae nobility, gentry and clergy. But our case is difierenu 
We have no noblemen to oblige us by their favours, or fiat> 
s with their praise. Here all men arc equal in the eye 
e law. H'c have no hierarchy to oppress us— no tithc- 
1 to conciliate— no priest to pay! Jlvcij man in the 
1 may worship his Creator as his conscience dictate^ 
ritbmit buying tiie privilege. Tliis is not a " totenUiim'* 
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■—it is a right, guaranteed by the Constitution of our couii. 
try and never infringed except when the leadinf^ mem- 
bers of some sclf-consliluted society, forgetting their orni 
frailly, attempt to impose upon us their own private views. 
Unhappily, this kind of attempt, is now made upon many 
in this land; through, as we believe, the influence of foreign- 
ers. It is piiii^ful to state the fact, that some of these, not 
content with the liberty which our country amply aflfords, 
to propagate their ottTi opinions, are so regardless of the 
rights of others, that they go from house to house, bearing 
' evil repons," tending to destroy the religious influence of 
our most exemplary ministers. Now, to usthisisgrievousi 
Wc consider it a violation of the good order of society 
and though we wish them no harm, and can regard them 
with charity, and even with pity, yet we cannot but regret 
they did not remain at home, until sent by the head of tlia 
church, not to preach contention, but the gospel of peace ! 

Hitherto however tliey have failed in their object, and 
indeed, from appearance, are not likely to succeed. Friends 
in this country do not drive ivell, and there has been na. 
attempt to lead them. Indeed. I have my doubts whethci' 
they would lead well. They are a people who are ver^t 
nluch accustomed to think for themselves, and such a peo*' 
pie will not implicitly embrace the doctrines and opiniona 
of a fellow creature, who has no other, nor better means, of 
coming to a knowledge of the truth than themselves 

I have said that within a few years a number of your 
ministers have landed on our shorea for the purpose, n* 
doubt, of instructing us on religious subjects; but I be* 
lieve thy Letter printed here, is the first book written oqri 
your side of the wtter, expressly with that design. Liki^ 
some of your living itinerants, it is going from house ttt 
house, bearing evil reports, to destroy tlie religious cha- 
racter of a faithful minister of Christ. In one point bow. 
ever their object is difiereht. The former impeach the 
characters of the living — the latter strikes at the character 
of the dead ! This I think is carrying matters one ste^ 
farther than any you have heretofore taken ; but 1 doubB 
whether it will answer the purpose. There is something 
so cfieusive to most minds, in the bare idea of violating thor 
grave, that it is more likely to produce disgust than con-jic^ 
tioni The living can answer for thcmseivea, and when' 
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'J atticlEed, can act on the defensive.-— But 
edead is dumb — his arm is nerveless; and therefore. 
2 the spiiit. of party has not hardened thy readers, ev- 
ery feeling of sensibility will rise in his defence. Were it 
not that experience has taught us, to what unbounded 
lengths this desolating spirit will sometimes carry men, 
otherwise amiable, I should wonder that any Friend in our 
country could submit to be the bearer of thy Letter, or 
(Condescend to aid in its distribution amongst our mem- 
bers ! ~ 

It is far from my intention to censure Friends of Ei 
land as a body. I have great pleasure in believing thi 
are many In your island, who are honestly concerned, 
support our original doctrines and testimonies; and who 
will reprobate tlie design and spirit of thy letter, as sincere- 
ly as I do. Friends, who are labouring In great sincerity, 
though under much depression, to promote the cause of 
truth. So far from casting any reflection on these, 1 would 
rather oft'cr them a word of encouragement; and in the 
language of scripture- say " Fear not little flock- it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom — 'vircat. 
r is he that is in you, than he that is in the world' . But 
lany who ought to have been standard bearers in our so- 
iety, have deserted their colours, and gone over to the cn- 
By. Under the garb of a concern for spreading religion, 
; breaking down the barriers, raised in I>ivine Wisdom, 
D separate us from the world. It is against such that I 
rould guard my fellow professors ; and if Friends, howev- 
r obscure their allotment, keep faithful to the light of truth, 
'ley will be enabled to perceive and detect these deserters, 
'iir testimony to the simple truth, will again be exalted, 
1 its sumdiird lifted up to the praise of Him who hath 
lUed us — not for our own sake only, but for his own glory 
t the happiness of the human family. 
» In a former part of this reply, I have intimated that thou 
ist impeached Job Scott of several capital defects, not 
t noticed. Permit me now to draw thy alleotion to ano- 
■ part of thy letter, page 15. After trying to prove, 
it several of his opinions are incorrect, when s(]uarcd by 
/ literal notions of scripture truth, tliou hast drawn the 
following conclusions; which, for the purpose of expo&ing 
the object and character of thy work, 1 will give in thy o^vn 





words — they are as follow : " Such are the consequences 
of affecting to be wise above that which is written — of 
making that real which is metaphorical — that figurative or 
mystical which is literal — of not being conttnt, to take the 
plain text along with the context, and draw from both, in 
fiumility and faith the instruction they may thus well afford 
—in short of rejecting, from an apprehension of our own 
superior attainments, and greater spirituality, the doctrines 
deduced from scripture, by christians in all ages, concern- 
ing salvation by Christ"! 

In this short paragraph there are several imputations on 
Job Scott s character, wholly inconsistent with the one giv- 
en him by his most intimate associates, and utterly oppos* 
ed to the testimonies of Friends in America and Kurope, 

In the first place, he is accused of affecting to be "wise 
above that which is written." Now the justice of this act j 
cusation entirely depends on one point; that is, whether ] 
Job Scott or Luke Howard had the most correct views dTl 
the meaning of the scripture writers. Thou assumes the f 
point at issue. *' I, Luke Howard, have the most correct J 
views of the meaning of ' that which is written,' 1 am right } 
and Job-Scott is wrong, and consequently Job Scott affects 
to be ' wise above that which is virilten /' ' 'I'his assump^ i 
tionis gratuitous, and if Job Scott were living, he might \ 
say, with equal propriety and more truth, Luke Howard ■! 
pretends to be wise i/i that which is written — he makes that . | 
metaphorical which is real, that literal which is figurativo 
or mystical ! Nothing further need be said to show that ' 
thy assumption arises from an overweening confidence in j 
thy understanding of the scriptures — that thou thinkest thy '[ 
self wise ; n that which is written. Now I can see no proof | 
of spiritual pride, in Job Scott's case, more than in thinCb j 
The difference between you lies in this; Job Scott de*, j 
pcndcd upon the illumination of the holy spirit, for hiaj 
views of scripture truth, thou depends on thy own un- 
derstanding, aided by critics and commentators. Ofthesu^ 
periority of thy qualifications for explaining the scriptures, 
we have no evidence, except that furnished by thyself; and 
from the specimen thou hast given, I suppose our readers j 
will not value it very highly — but of Job Scott his friends, J 
in their memorial say, ' he had learned in the school <^m 
'Cbrist to understand the scriptures, aud pertinetitly to applft \ 
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them.** Whh this kind of evidence in his favour, I leare ' 
my readers to judge, whose interpretation of the scriptures 
is most to be relied on ! 

In the second place, thou accusest him " of not bnng 
content to lake the plain text along with the context". 
Tht validity of this charge lies, like the former, in the tin* 
dcrstanding to be put upon "text and context.'' If they 
have zjigurathe meaning, and thou givest them a literal 
one. thou wouldst be as for in the wrong as Job Scott would 
if they had a literal one and he should explain them figu- 
ratively! Thus, nothing at all depends upon thy assump- 
tion '* I am right and Job Scott is wrong," but alt upon the 
capacity you may have respectively possessed-, for the 
high office of an expounder of the scriptures ! For my 
I «vn part, notwithstanding the opinion thou hast tacitly giv- 
"ft of \hy superior claims (o that office, if I were to depend 
nanyAumaw authority, I would prefer JobScott's to thine. 
Wie has, at least, one claim to that preference — ihc testimo- 
ay of bis brethren that he had "learned, in the school of 
■Christ, to nnderstand the scriptures, and pertinently to ap- 
iy them." 
In the thii'd place, Job Scott is accused '* of not being 
L content to take the plain text along with the context, and 
[•*} draw from both, iji humility and/itiih, that instruction 
r Ihcy may well afford.'' I need not say much on the sab~ 
fleet of this charge. — Whether Job Scott or Luke Hom 
I Bave evinced most of the fruits of humility and faith, 
f leave our readers to determine. It appears however by 
I Ae testimony of his brethren, that Job Scott had learned to 
' •* understand the scriptures in the tehool of Christ.' ' Luke 
Howard understands them by comparing the text with the 
context — the consequence I think has been, that the former 
had learned to draw spiriluat instruction from the script- 
ures — the latter is content with that kind of instruction 
vbich learned commenlaiors can afibrd. The one tiikes 
the kernet the other the aheill 

In the fourtli place, the deceased is accused " of reject- 
teg, from an apprehension of his own superior attainments 
and greater anritvitlity. the doctrines deduced frvm 
icripciue. by Chrisitanit, in all ages, concerning Salvation 
'^^r Christ". This accusation is partly grounded, i apprc> 
D the supposed uccuncy of another charge, which 
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t is repeated several times in thy Letter, and dwelt on vyA 
a very evident marks of satisfaction ! This will appear from 
the following references. In page 6, thou sayst "Job 
f Scott insists again and again that those things are real 
which sober christians have regarded only OS lively and ap- 
posite metaphors in the sayings of Christ, and his Apos- 
: ties" — the same idea is twice expressed in p. 14 — and a- 
gain in the paragraph quoted, p. 15. From the notion, 
that those tilings wkicb Job Scott considered real, are only 
t{mark, only,] " lively and apposite metaphors," thou draw- 
Test a long string of consequences, of thy own making — . 
ome of them intended to make Job Scott appear ridicul- 
es, and all, entirely founded on thy own misapprehensioa . 
if the meaning oi the word real. Now 1 think, a little, .• 
xamination of this subject, will show that Job Scott unj, 
derstood the English language, at least as well as thyself K 
Our iexieographers render " rciU." by the words '•true,^ 
I certain, sure," in opposition to "untrue, uncertain, fictirj 
■rtious^having no reality.' But ^'reah' is not opposed tc^ 
m^ritual, otherwise ail the things of the spiritual world^^ 
would be but phantoms ! According to thy position, thq, 
**new birth" is no reality ! it is a mere fiction — "only a. 
metaphor" ! and thus, when Christ taught Nicodemus thi^ 
Important doctrine, he was merely amusing him with a fir , 
gure of speech ! — declaring af a neie birth and the king-^ 
dom of heaven, in which there was no reality ! Into such 
palpable inconsistencies hast thou been betrayed in thy zeal 
to lessen the influence of Job Scott's writings — inall which 
there is not one error, either in matter or moJmer, half so 
gross, as thine on this point. 

The truth is, spiri/aal things are the only everlasting.. 
fealities. ''The fashifm of this world passeth away",— , 
I/ere all is mutation, revolution and change. The body, 
I now possess, is not precisely the same 1 had yesterday. 
It has lost some of its component particles, and has had ao 
accession of others. In the spiritual world all thiijgs are, 
real, unchangeable, and certain. 

Now, spiritual things being invisible, are best describei 
by metaphors, parables, similes, and other figures, repre- 
senting things unseen, by things known through the medi- 
um of the senses. Hence, it was as I apprehend, that 
Christ seldom spoke on religious subjects, except in this 
■way. With respect to the multitude, Matthew expressly 
says, "Without a parable spake hetiit wiirs4\t'K\.C\w-ss4* 
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34 '■; and Mark says, "antTwith many such parables sp:3te ' 
he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it, but 
without a parable spake he not unto them.' Ch. iv. 33, 34. 
Indeed it must be obvious to the attentive reader, that even 
to his immediate followers, his language was almost always 
metaphorical. When the metaphor figured to them any 
divine truth alreadij hioxvn bi/ experience, they understood 
Jiim clearly; and so it is with all his true disciples to this 
day. They know these things by experience, and thus are 
prepared to declare, they arc eternal realities. When his 
figures represented any truth not knotvn in this way, they 
were at a loss to comprehend the real sense of them, and 
were .often offended. On one occasion, when he had 
taught them by the very singular figure, of eating his 
flesh and drinking his blood; it is said ' from that time 
l^iany of his disciples went back and walked no more with 
Bim.'' John vi. 66. These were carnal hearers, the liter. 
\ id men of that day. They were, however, a bcner sort of 
[professors, than the literal ntcn of our own. They turnei 
I oack it is true, but they neither persuaded, nor drove others 
I back. Our literal men endeavour to do both ! 
' But we are told that Job Scolt, * from an apprehension 
of his own superior attainments, and greater spirituality, re- 
jects the doctrines deduced from scripture, oy christiam in 
alt ages, concerning salvation by Christ.' This accusation 
lies with equal wtlght, against John Wicliff, John Huss, 
Jerom of Prague, John Calvin, the martyrs under queen 
Mary, Gcoi^e Fox, and thyself! Was it not from an ap- 
prehension of their own superior attainments, and greater 
spirituality, that all these rejected the doctrine of the '-reil 
presence"? — a '• doctrine deduced from the scripture, con- 
cerning salvation by Christ''. Was it not from the same 
"'apprehension ' that George Fox and his brethren reject- 
ed the Fucharist — ivater Baptism — singing Psalms — a 
hireling Mmlstry, and divers other things, * deduced from 
scripture?" In short, do not all Christian societies, 'deduce 
from scripture, all their doctrines, however absurd, or re- 
pugnant to the spirituality of the gospel dispensation? Thy 
cottduct brings to mind the fable, where a man is represent- 
ed as being willing to lose one eye, so that his adversary 
might be made blind ! In censuring Job Scott ihou coo- 
demncst thyself and thy friends. , 
The Chiirch militant has always been, and ercr wijl 




brogressive body. Light is rising. And Spiritual Light 
|e the Orb of the natural day. does not attain its mc-redi- 
t all at once — as it regards individuals, who are faithful tO 
I discoveries, it is always on the ascent. Look back,^ 
■ough the vista of a thousand years, what was the state of 
; Church then? Wrapt in Cimmerian darkness — in 
frkness that might be felt — groping her way in a ditch, 
iiere she had been led by her blind leaders — deluged in 
jr own blood, spilled in fighting for a creed! And are 
E now to be referred to the doctrines of such a Church, for 
proof, that Job Scott was a presumptuous man ? Thou 
Bumest that " Christians in all ages" interpreted the scrip- 
res in a certain way. This is not true; but suppose they 
1, is that any proof they were not mistaken ? Or is it ^ 
tason, that when the "sun of righteousness," has risen a* 
Dve the horizon, and discovered an error which our prede- 
issorshad not light to see, tve should shut our eyes, and 
ifuse to be benefitted by his beams ? 
. X apprehend thy errors on this subject have originated 
torn one of the principles of the new coalition> that "thB 
■BIPTORES are tlie light of the spiritual church. * "The 
Sriptures of the New Testament," say they, "are not ft 

Had letter" — Of course they must be a living letter/ 

"They may be understood by comparing the "text with 
the context"'; and by taking them along together, we maj^ 
arrive at the truth !' This is thy doctrine, as expretised in 
the paragraph I have just quoted. It is a doctrine thou 
hast preached and defended, in the fifth page d thy Let- 
ter. By this lest thou sayest " I will pcuceed to try 
some opinions of Job Scott." And menim^bie is the re- 
suit ! It furnishes an evidence of the falsj-y of thy scheme, 
as clear as the most lucid demonstratio» of a mathematical 
problem. It has added another proel" to the vast mass of 
evidence, accumulated during eigb;een centuries, that the 
scriptures, in their literal sense, or expounded by human wis- 
dom, never luive been any test (/doctrtnen at all; and tliat, 
notwithstanding thy assertion to the contrary, they are a 
dead letter, incapable of themselves of giving either light or 
hfe. And this thou well kftowest was the judgment of 
our primitive Friends. It was a testimony, uniformly . 
maintained by them — it was emphatically, a doctrine of the 
society! — and is a trutli so plain, that any one who has ail 
eye to see and a mind to think, cannot doubt it for a mo' 
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ment. Only look over Christendom — see t!ie fnnumerablc 
sects into which she is divided, all claiming the scriptures, 
as the ground and foundation of their doctrines and opi- 
nions, hoivever contradictory and absurd; and all defended 
by learned men with the bible in their hands, as the source 
and origin of every jarring and opposing creed ! — men as 
Capable as Luke Howard, of comparing the "plain testn'ith 
the context," and of drawing conclusions from both, to 
support their views! What plainer evidence can wc have, 
of the futility of thy scheme, or the solidity and excellence 
6f that which opposes it? See Barclay's Apol. Prop. IlL 
Sec. 1, 2. 

I would norf invite thee to review another part of thy let- 
ter page 15. After representing Job Scott as a man puff- 
ed up with spiritual pridCt " from an apprehension of hit 
own superior attainments, and greater spirituality ," thoo 
sayest, "It is greatly to be feared that a spirit of ae/f-risht* 
eousness, may sometimes be lurking under these exalted 

^tensions. For how can a man be supposed to enter- 
lain and feed his mind upon such doctrine, witho\it apply- 
ing it to his own case, and to his neighbors '? — He himself, 
Jbrsooth, IS regenerate, and bom again — he has i?i htm 
the only begotten, the son and heir of the promises; who 
evtr beholdh the kingdom, and dwells in it." &c., inc. 

Lt* us suppose, for a moment, that Job Scott was tWa 
" exalttd pretender^ this nelf-righlcous man — that this ca- 
ricature, -.s a true portrait, and all thy sarcasm well applied ! 
.^Let us if«o suppose, that Luke Howard really disclaims 
and detests aftsuch "pretensions," and all those who make 
them; then, I aippose, the following consequences will 
necessarily follow-, 1st, To the defects of Job Scott's char- 
acter, already noticed, wc must add, spiritual pride, exalt- 
ed pretensions, sclj-rirhteousness. — Thy charges will now 
stand against him in tht following order, •' fanaticism, ig- 
norance indelicacy, spiiitual pride, exalted pretensions, 
Klf- righteousness." 

2d. Friends in America. FraJicc, England, Ireland and 
■Vales, were all greatly deceived by him, and he was a 
plausible artful, consummate impostor ! 

3d. Luke Howard disclaims any pretensions to the nop 
birth — he does not acknowledge that " he himself forsootli 
is regenerate and bom again"; sach a profession would 
be an 'exalted pretcdsiQn*— 'be does $ot profess to bave 
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'^m him^ the son and heir of the promises^ !— he does not 
^feed his mind upon such doctrine,' nor apply it to his own 
case!*' 

4th. The Apostles and primitive Christians, w^re ex- 
alted pretenders; they professed to have experienced the 
new birth — that Christ was in them^ "the hope of glory" 
— ^that the son " was revealed in themj^^ 

5thi The primitive Quakers were all in an error, which 
has lately been discovered for the first time by a fellow 
professor. They entertained, and fed their minds upon 
such doctrine — they applied it to their own case — they de- 
clared they had ''the son in them^'* and life by him. 

6th. That according to thy notions, a new era in the an- 
nals of Quakerism has opened. We are now to be so mod- 
est, as to decline an open acknowledgment of the truth, 
and to satirize those who make it. 

7th. That the primitive christians and early Quakers, 
having made these "exalted pretensions,' Luke Howard 
disclaims them and their doctrine. 

As the above conclusions are the necessary result of- the 
premises, they need no comment; yet there is one ques- 
tion to which I would call thy attention, as naturally grow- 
ing out of them. I am not acquainted with thee, nor do I 
know what is the opinion of Friends in England concern- 
ing thee. I do not know, for instance, whether they rank 
thee among those we term " the solid, weighty members 
of society," or whether they consider thee a worldly 
minded^ womtVia/ Quaker. It is however evident, that no 
man is a competent judge of the deep and weighty sub- 
jects of which Job Scott has treated, who has not been *Sre- 
generated, and bom again" ; who has not ** in him^ the only 
begotten, the son and heir of the promises": for the Apos- 
tle expressly declares ** He that hath the son hath life^ and 
he that hath not the son of God, bath not life''; and thou 
disclaims those who "feed their minds upon such doctrine"! 
How then couldst thou attempt to sit in judgment on Job 
Scott and his writings? That thou hast not the ^^life*' 
here mentioned, I do not say, though it seems to result 
from the premises; but it may safely be said thy Letter 
gives us no evidence of a lively renewed mind; of that ten- 
der state, which always marks the character of a regenera^ 
ted man ! It is I thirJc, a very- invidious, dry, dark pro- 
duction; and I am very glad ^ou liast told \x^ that " the 
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society of Friends in England, is not responsible for its' 
contents. " 

Thou introduccst the subject of Job Scotts treatise, ia 
the following words, (page 5.) "The subject of this pam- 
phlet is regeneration and the new birth; that doctrine whiclt 
our Lord chose to propound but to one person, and that 
in privacy; as if on purpose to instruct us- that it should 
be learned in secret, and brought to the test of individual 
experience; not talked of in crowds, or discussed in reli- 
gious assemblies ' — "a subject, which he who is clothed 
with right authority, under the influence of the holy spirit, 
may at times, profitably impress upon the minds of serious 
hearers, in the solemnity of public preaching; but which, 
when cast before the 'sensual and worldly minded, is as 
pearls among swine; and may serve :o bring the great and 
precious truth, which lies under it, into doubt, if not into 
derision." 

In this paragrapht the first thing that strikes our atten- 
tion is the acknowledgment that the doctrine is scriptural! 
I It was "propounded by our Lord himself*' — it may be 
' '"profitably impressed upon the mindsof serious hearers "— 
"it is a great and precious truth.' One would therefore 
suppose, that Job Scott's attempt to illustrate and unfold a 
truth so "precious," might have met diy cordial approba- 
tion ! But, not so. Steady in thy attempt to depreciate 
I his character, it is Jusinuated that he has disregarded our 
' Lord's example ; he has ''talked of it in crowds ; "thrown 
his pearls among swine"; "cast them btfore the sensual 
and worldly minded ", and done what he could to bring the 
doctrine "into doubt, if not into derision." But, inthisal- 
tempt, thou hast stumbled at the very threshold, and by 
self-contradiction and inconsistency, shown thy determi- 
nation to find fault at all fiazards. Permit me now to call 
thy attention to the component parts of the passage quoted; 
and First, " This doctrine was propounded but to one per- 
son, and that in privacy; as if vn purpose lo instruct us that 
■ it should be learned in sccri:t, not talked about in crtnvds or 
fcidiscussed in religious assemliltes." Contrast this sentence 
' vithtlie following: "A subject which lie, who is clothed 
with riglu authority, &c., may at times, /Sro/f/uA/y impress 
upon the minds of serious hearers, in the solemnity tafiuh. 
lie preaching"! That is, this doctrine is "not to be dtscti&s- 
ed ill religious assemblies," but may be profitably iraprcss- 
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ed on the mind by public preaching ! ! ! It was pro- 
pounded hm to one person privately, on purpose to teach 
us it should be learned in secret; and yet it may be profita- 
bly impressed on serious hearers, in pubhc-'// It may 
be taught by "ptiblic preaching," but "not talked of in 
crowds"; and thus the preacher ought never to speak on 
the subject in a crowded meeting, and must be certain that 
no "sensual and worldly minded" hearers be present; or he 
would be casting pearls before swine, &c. !!! Didst thou 
ever see so much incoiisistcney in so small a compass? 

But this is not all. The Evangelist eomes in for a large 
share of thy censure. Forgctring his Lord's purpose in 
"propounding it but to onepersoJi, and that in privacy — 
or, disobeying his will, he coir.mits the conversation with 
Nicodemus to writing; and Hte Job Scott, proclaims the 
doctrine to the wide world. By this means he threw h into 
crowds, brought it before the sensual and worldly minded, 
and cast it, like pearls, among die swifie of every generation, 
for eighteen hundred years. 

I think thy American friends, may hereafter rank thee a- 
mongst the most exlraordmary expounders of the scrip- 
tures, who have hitherto made their appearance in our new 
world. 

Before I notice that part of thy Letter, which treats with 
unwarrantable levity, the doctrine of the new births as ex- 
plained by Job Scott, I will premise a few observations on 
this subject, as treated by several of the scripture writers. 
r The introduction and operation of the holy spirit, 
in the soul, are described in the New Testament, by two 
distinct metaphors, taken from the generation and birth of 
man into this world. One of tiiese is used by Christ, in 
conversation with Nicodemus, " Except a man be bom a- 
g£un, he cannot see the kingdom of God." The soul of 
man, in an unregmerate state, may be said to have had a 
birth, or introduction, into this world. Through the me- 
dium of the senses, we can obtain a knowledge of natural 
things. As ratiqnal intelligent creatures we can, without 
tkaf, which the scripture writers call the new birth, under- 
stand "the things of man". We can leani much of the ob- 
jects that surround us, and even become adepts in the sci- 
ences. A man may be a very good Astronomer, Geologist, 
or Botanist; yea, and a notableexpounder of the scriptures; 
and yei be wily the " natural jnan"—crily ' 
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flcbh," 111 which btiite he " knoweth not the things of 
spirit, neither can he know them, because they are spiritu- 
ally discerned". The truth of this statement is confirm- 
ed by every day's experience. By obedience and submis- 
sion to the gentle intimations of the lioly spirit; tliat "grace 
of God which hath appeared to all men," the soul receives 
new powers, new perceptions, new senses; and this is call- 
ed a " new birth." In llie early stage of its religious pro- 
gress, it may very properlj be called "a babe of hfe;" for 
though its knowledge of things spiritual, be very limited, 
yet it is enabled to breathe to heaven for preservation; in 
scripture phrase, to cry '^ A^ba, Father." 

The other allegoriral birth is that of the primitive Qua. 
Iters, " Christ within." It is alluded to by the Apostle, 
Gal. iv. 9. '■•My little children with whom I travail in 
birth, until Christ befonneilin you.^ ' In this pass;ige the 
holy spirit, and its work in the soul, are Ukened to an lim- 
bryo not perfectly yj^r/nerf; tlie Gdalions arc compared to 
mothers, and the Apostle expresses a lively interest in 
them, as such. In- it he also compares himself to a mo- 
iher in iravaili whose time of deliverance is not come. By 
the former allegory I understand him to mean, that though 
the Galations had known something of tlie work of redemp- 
tion they were yet shackled with legal ceremonies — to use 
his own words, "in bondage under the elements of this 
world.'' Gal. iv. 3. By the latter he tells them, he is in 
pain for tliem, because he cannot bring them forth, into 
usefulness in the church. 

By what has been said it appears, that the new birth of 
the scriptures, is two-fold the one, a birth of the soul into a 
spiritual state. This is tha; spoken of by Christ to Nico- 
demus. The other, is a birth of the holy spirit, into the 
soul; and Is that of the Apoulc in the text alluded to, as 
well as in divers other places; as Rom. viii. 10; Gal. ii. 10; 
Eph. iii. 17, &c. 

Having premised these few observations, I will now 
state tlie doctrine of Job Scott, on this subject; by which it 
wilt appear, that it is substantially a scripture doctrine, and 
liU along taught by our society, from its very origin. Job 
Scott's views, as expressed in lus essay cntided " Salva- 
&n by Christ," are these : There must be an assent of the 
mind, a uniting with, and cleaving to. the holy ovcrshadow- 
inflitencc of the holy spirit, in every soul, whcrcthc 
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birth is effected. This new birth, or birth in tnan^ of the 
incorruptible seed and word of God, is as real a birth, as 
is our first birth, or birth into this world. It is as perfect a 
reality as any in nature, and that babe ofUfe^ that true 
child of God, that cries Abba, Father, is never brought 
forth but through a union of the two seeds, human 2lx\A cHr 
vine. And as both seeds are spiritual^ hence, he that is 
joined to the Lord, is one spirit; as the Apostle truly as* 
serts. This is the true union with God, and those thus 
begotten of him, are strictly speaking, the offspring of God 
and children of the Most High. Stumble not at it reader, 
it is the very truth of God — the only way of salvation by 
Christ.'^ 

This is the doctrine of Job Scott; and I verv much doubt 
whether any one, who has entered the christian fold by the 
right door, will find any difficulty in understanding it. In 
conducting the allegory, he has, like the Apostle, compar- 
ed the soul which thus experiences a new birth, to " a 
mother'^; and the birth he calls a " babe oflife'\ He has 
however, blended together two metaphors. In the one 
case, he speaks of a birth of Christ in the scul^ where he says 
** this new birth or birth in man^ &c.' ^ in the other, of a 
birth of the soul into a spiritual or heavenly state " those 
thus begotten of him are the offspring of God, &c.'* and 
thus has given occasion to such critics as Luke Howard, 
to cavil, and find fault with his work. It appears howev- 
er, that Job Scott's allegories are scriptural; and notwith- 
standing he might have expressed his views in a more c/ltw- 
sicalw3yj yet I cannot see in this circumstance, any plau- 
sible ground, to make his work a subject of public censurel 
It is " the very truth of God,' although like the Apostle, 
by his manner of treating the subject, he has laid himself 
open to the lash of the hyper-critical adversary. 

That the doctrine of Job Scott, has been taught by our 
society from its origin, is I think, very evident. For a 
proof of it, I will refer thee, In the first place to Clarkson*s 
*'PortrMture of Quakerism," Vol. IL Sect. 4; where so far 
as his authority goes, it is conclusive. In the next, to Bar- 
clay's Apology, Prop. II. Sect 16, where he says, " And 
as, by forsaking iniquity, thou comest to be acquainted 
with thattheavenly voice, in thy heart, thou shalt feel, as 
the old man^ or natural man^ is put off, with his evil and 
corrupt afiections and lusts; I say thou shalt feel the ne^ 








71 or Xhz. ipinluid birth, and iflS^ raised, wli'ich haA Ifci 

'\ritual semes, and can feel, sec, taste, handle, and smel! 

le things of the spirit." 

Sarah Grubb, in a letter dated Clonmel 1 mo. 1783. 

says, '' it requires wisdom, undefiled wisdom, that the im. 

mortal birth may be surrendered to the hreaxt of its true 

)t/ier^ and that nothing hurt it, or diminish its strength; 

it that under all turnings and overtumings, divisions aad 

.b-divisions, it may gradually and steadily grozv in stai- 

■Cy in -wisdom, and pure understanding; and take to itsdf 

everlasting dominion in us. ' 

In another Letter, dated at the same place, 2d mo. 171 
le says; '•though we enjoy [the Spring time of divini 
■our] in but a small degree, we can salute each oth< 
'>irit, and word; and /tail all those who like Mary 
■.aring precious seed, let their stations in religioui 
ic what they may." 

<. What dost thou think of tlie foregoing metaph* 

•ouldst thou not. by taking the same pains, make Uobert 

arclay and Sarah Grubb appear as worthy of ridicule, as 

lou hast been willing to majtc Job Scott? Are not the 

spiritual birth and babe,'' of Robert Barclay, "the im* 

lortal birth," and "precious seed, ' of Sarah Grubb; Ihc 

!*aine Oabe, of which Job Scott speaks? to use thy own 

sarcastic language, are "they notthe babe of his pamphlet?" 

I could make numerous extracts, from the writings of 

our early Friends, to the same purpose; but I think the 

''^ ircgoing reference and quotations, %vill be iufficicnl to con- 

ince any unprejudiced reader, th.it Job Scott was not mo* 

' ir in his views, respecting Ihe momentous doctrir»e of 

tbc new birth. 

In thy Letter, page 10, tliou hast taken much pains ta 
shew that the '' txibc of life, the true child of God that 
Abba, Father." is not the babe of Job Scott's paai- 
ilet; and thou tellcst us, '* Ii happens, tlial in the only two 
[aces in scripture,, in which this ligure of the inCuitile cry 
its parent, is introduced, each passage exhibits Utc in- 
It as an adopted child;'' and after sundry arguments, thou 
indudcst, that because " generation is not adoption, &c.'' 
b Scott derives no support to his hypothesis, from cith' 
of the texts alluded to. I must however think diffcrent- 
,_. Itistruc '^ generation is noi adoption," but it isant- 
Cessary prelude to it. A child cannot be adopted, before 




I it is generated; nor cry, before it is born. In a bcripu 
sense then, regeneration is the ground, or cause of adoption,^ 
a shie qui non without which no sdoption can take place.? 
We must be " born again," before we can be admitted in- 
' to the heavenly family. The infantile cry of "Abba, Fa- 
' ther,'' is never haard but from the lips of those who have 
, been " bom of the incorruptible seed, and word of God." 
It is this new birth, which receives " the spirit of adop- 
tion,'' and is entitled to all tlie privileges of membership in 
Christ's kingdom. Suppose we were to admit thy hypo- 
thesis, that the child of God was such, onli/ by adoption: 
that " before he was adopted, he was the servant of sin," 
and that, without passing through the process of regene- 
tion, he was made a member of the kingdom, merely by-* 
believing or assenting to ^om&Xormnla oj'fuith, even the 
most excellent; \vhat then would become of the positive 
assertion of Christ to Nicodemus, " Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"? It would be 
a mere nullity; and we should be placed on the same kind 
of ground with those, \vho believe that by sprinkling a lit-' 
tie water on the face of a child, it is regenerated and made 
a member of the church of Christ. I think therefore, the 
doctrine of Job Scott, does derive substantial support from 
the texts in question; and that thy criticism evinces more 
of a disposition to iind fault, than any solid ([ualificaiion. 
for illustrating the scriptures ! 

Having shewn that the doctrine of the new birth, as 
taught by Job Scott, is scriptural, and in strict accordance 
with the views of approved members of our society; I 
■would invite thy attention to the 7th and 8th pages of thy 
Letter, where, after alluding to the parables of the "graittj 
of mustard seed," " the leaven hid in the meal,'' " the treS*! 
sure in the field," and the " pearl of great price,*' thou sa^l 
est: "In all these, there is nothing that tends to the thing stfl 
much insisted on by the author of this piece, [Salvation bt 
Christ] nor is the subject, in his sense, so much as oncfc 
mentioned or alluded to by our Saviour." Let us now ih- 
quire, what is "the thing so much insisted on" by Job 
Scott, in the work under thy review. It is without all doubt, 
'* Salvation by Christ," as an imvard, divine, operative prln. 
ciple. This, no candid reader will call in question: — it Fs 
the burden and stress of his whole essay, from first to last. 
Now I would ask any man of common understanding, la 
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dierc nothing in the pwable of the " imistard seed," ito 
tends to the thing, so mucli hisisted on by him? Is there 
noHiinif in the " little leaven," which was hid in the three 
roeasnres of meal? — nothing in the "pearl of great price " 
nothing in the "treasure hid in the field '' that tends to it. 
lustrate salvation by Christ, as an imvard, divine prinnpk, 
sroioing and spreading and producing fruit in the soul — 
Kavening us into the divine nature, enriching us with hea- 
venly riches? That "Christ has not so much as ouce alluded 
to the subject, in Job Scott's sense," is so far from beii^ 
true, thiit it is //ie on/y MtHg; he alludes to, in many of his 
parables, metaphors, and figures, which were expressly la- 
tendcd to point out the "kingdom of heaven' or divine 
government in the soul of man ! 

Job Scott, like his great master, illustrates the work of 
redemption, by a metaphor of the new i/rM; at first, tike 
a tender infuit crying "j\bba Father; ' and afterwards, 
growing and increasingT until it arrives at the fulness of the 
stature of man, in Christ. It is the s.ime subject that is il- 
lustrated by the parabk's of "the grain of mustard seed, 
the little leaven," and many others. I say the subject is the 
same— the metaphors to enforce it art different, and this is 
the only difference in the case. 

I shall now notice the following paragraph to show, thai 
in endeavouring to lessen our esteem for the religious rh*- 
ractcr of Job Scott, thou hast ivandcred far into the dark 
wilderness of speculative Uieology, and there, with critics 
andcommentors; art (ostiii the mazes of uncertainty ind 
conjecture. The paragraph immediately follows that 
last cited; (page 8) it is in diese words: "' In reply to a 

Suestion of the aposde Peter, Malt. xix. 2fi. as to what 
icy should acquire, who followed hira, as the reward of 
tiieir adherence to him; he says indeed, Yc who have fol- 
lowed me in the regeneratimi, when the son oi' man ^liall 
lit in the throne of his glory, ye also, sh^til sit upon 
twelve thrones &c.'' Here the term " regctunUioii' oc- 
curs — now let us sec what thou wilt do with it \ Tlioii 
sayest, " But if the English were made to agrtc witli the 
€Orutru€lion of the text, according lo (he puncluatitm. 
that mn(/, and probably »hould be given in tlie Greek v. 
would be heen, that tl»c icrm re^encralion, or renovation^ 
belongs te the loiter part oi' uic sentence; aiid poinu lo 
tbc/ufurestmc of the visible rhiirch* in the dck nitd ^U, 
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i4tual dispensation, With Christits king and high priest at 
I Ts head/' That this is all idk conjecture^ appears on the 
face of it; for the sense thou would give the passage de- 
pends on the punctuation; not that which is given, but that 
which * may be given " and ^^ probably shouldhe given;" 
according to thy notions derived from a certain learned 
commentator ! 

Now suppose we state the text, with the punctuation 
that may be given, according to thy views; it will then read 
thus, " Ye who have followed me, when the son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, shall also sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, in trie renoi^a-^ 
tion /' According to this construction, the Apostles who 
followed Christ, not "in the regeneration," but through the 
countries of Judea, Samaria and Galilee, &c. shall, in the fu- 
ture state of thet)f.vi6/6church [markjMe VISIBLE church.'] 
sit upon twelve thrones— shall be twelve kings — to judge 
the twelve tribes of Israel ! and then, " in the renovation/' 
the Jetm will have " Christ as king^wA high priest at their 
head;'* and under him twelve subordinate kings to judge 
the twelve tribes of Israel, to wit; king iPeter, king James, 
king Bartholomew, &c. &c. &c. ! ! ! Into such absurdities 
are we led, by leaving the only certain expositor of the 
scriptures; and following the pointings of letter-learned 
commentators ! 

Biit all this follows, from the notion thou hast adopted 
and expressed afterwards, (page 8.) that '' as Christ had 
never sinned^ he had not gone before them [in the regene- 
ration] nor could they as yet, have been said to havejbl- 
lowed him.' ^ This notion supposes that sin is a necessary 
prelude to regeneration. — But this is not true; for rege- 
neration only presupposes a Tia/wra/ birth. "That which 
is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that which is born of the 
spirit, is spirit.'* This is the language of Christ himself, 
and taken in connection with his own assertion *' Except a 
man be bom again^ he cannot see the kingdom of God ' 
.shows plahily that every being born gf a woman must rx« 
periepce a birth of the spirit, in order that he may see t!ic 
kingdom of God — in other \t0rds5 that he may come wi- 
der the divine government. Now, Christ as' the son of 
Mary was born " of the flesh'"; he was '^ of the seed of Ab- 
raham,*' and was " in all things made like unto his breth- 
ren/' Heb. ii. 17. By this birth, or the faculties and pow- 
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Ki of his first miture, he could work no mjracj? 
:ach no gospel; for though from a child he "grew in 
sdom and in stature, and in favour with God and man.** 
tnough "the grace of God was upon him," yet he did not 
presume to begin the work assigned liim, until he was ' a* 
bout 30 years of age," and after he had experienced the 
baptism of the holy spirit, iXiiW. esse?Jtial qualification ior< 
ery gospel service ! and as the work he had to do was 
gelical^ it was necessary he should be ' born of the spii 
experience the whole process of ' rcgeneratiou' — ] 
through all the pangs of the 'new birtlv, and as 'the capl 
of our salvation', be made 'perfectthroughsuffcriiig.' I 
this was necessary. It was necessary to make him our 'esai 
pie, that we might follow his steps.' 1 Pet. ii. 21. It wa" 
necessary to institute him a minister of the gospel and media- 
tor of the new co\'enant. For these purposes, he uas led of 
the spirit into the wilderness, and all tlie glory, and honour, 
and wealth, and pleasures of this world, were offered him'. 

I He was tempted and tried and proved in all things as wc 
tec ; but through a faithful allegiance to his Father and to 
aur Father — to his God and to our God; he triumphed 
ever them ail, and came off victorious! Yet, notwith- 
ttanding this happy result of his fidelity> it is ver)- evident 
Aat the cup of Buffering was as bitter to him, as it is to us: 
that his nature shrunk from it with indescribable horror! 
Look at him in the garden of Gethscraane— struggling 
against it — praying that, if \t were possible, \i might pass 
from him: and during the au-ful conflict plunged into such 
agony, that '• he sweat as it were great drops of blood.'' It 
was in this conflict he perceived, that nothing short of mb. 
mission to the divine will, could possibly give him relicf- 
and to crown his warfare, he was enabled in perfect rcsij 
lion to say, "' Not my will but thine be done." Ha' 
" learned obedience by the things which he suffered," Hi 
». 8.) he became calm and collected, and being ' made 
irfcct through suffering," was prepared to fulfil the rc- 
'ining duties of his mission, with holy courage and di> 
inc complacency. By these means he was made "the 
ipiain of salvation'', tlie great leader and pattern in lusnii- 
tfitant church." Hcb. ii. 10. 

Thus wc bce the propriety of his reply to Peter, as sta- 
ted in our present translation : "Ye tlut have fnllonrd mc 
^itt the regeneration^ when the son of maa shall sit * 






throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon tweh'e Uironcs, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.' This isoneofthfe 
■•iiblimc figures of oriental language — incomparably beauti- 
ful even in a foreign dialect. Were I to venture a para- 
phrase of it I should say it meant, " Ye who have follow- 
ed me in obedience, and submission to the will of God; 
whereby I have experienced a birth into the heavenly nO' 
tare; when the gospel dispensation shall be preached to the 
world, ye shall be made ministers of the new covenant; 
judges of spiritual things ; able to divide the word aright,' 
and instrumental in gathering the ' outcasts of Israel and 
the dispersed of Judah, unto the one shepherd and into the 
one shcepfold. " — In other words, to the divine light in the 
soul — into union and communion with God, and those, 
his children of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, 
who fear him and worlt righteousness. And this ray- 
friend, was really fulfilled. Christ did really go befoi 
them in the regeneration ; and they followed him in the re-, 
generation; by which they were made '' able ministers of. 
the New Testament; not of the letter, which killetli, but of 
the spirit which giveth life." 

Thy next objection which I shall notice, is in the lltht 
page of thy Letter. If any one will examine that part <tf 
Job Scott's work; to which thou hast referred p. 53, 54, 
Stc, he will find the author's great object is to show " it is 
not merely confessing, though in full assent to tlie truth of 
it, that Christ did come in that one outward body, that de-, 
termines any one to be of God — that none truly confesSJ 
him, without knowing in the present tense that he is come' 
in the Jlesh, in themselves, spiritually.''' This is Jol 
Scott's own language, and it would be difficult to conceive, 
without knowing the principles of the new coalition, why 
any Friend could object to it. It is so plainly and palpably 
the doctrine of George Fox and his fellow professors, that 
no one can doubt it! Yet nuher than not say something- 
against o^ir deceased Friend, thou vcnturcst to attack it. 
Let us now review thy work. In the passage referred to, 
Job Scott has said '' This is the great mystery of Godliness. 
God manifest in the flesh, is not confined to the flesii of 
that one body." But says Luke Howard, quoting 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. "All this is said in Kht past tense. God ivas ma- 
nifest in the flesh, not is; the whole isconnecied together, 
ae the proper attributes of J^piis Chri^t^ evecv «jt ^vscv^ 
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fyras crucified.'' By tlite we must understand tliat as '"Goi 
I jnanifest in the flesh' is the proper attribute '"of him that 
k^.was crucified," it can belong to no one else; otherwise Jc^ 
Scott's position could not be an object of censure: there- 
fore according lo thy scheme, God is not now manifest in 
the flesh ! and the old Quaker doctrine of " immediate di- 
, vine revelation" is false ! But other awful consequences 
result from this scheme; — unless the Mcsbiah was cniciG* 
]fs ed without one of his attributes, then Cod max killed bv the 
Jews I And as Christ declared lie was "not sent but to 
(the lost sheep of the house of Israel," therefore the great 
I ^d prominent glory of (he christian dispensation, *'ihe 
fcjmysterj' hid from ages" was confined to the Jews, TT* 
PTurther thy scheme is investigated, the more irrational and 
I obscure it appears; and the sooner the principles of the new 
^oalition are abandoned, the sooner will our members be 
L (Restored to the plain, consistent and rational ground of their 
enlightened predecessors. 

But why, when on this ;.ubjcct, didst thou pass over ihc 
luotation of Job Scott, from i John iv. 2? "livery spirit 
that confes-scth ihut Jesus Christ is come in thejlem, is of 
_ _ ' Here the Apostle speaks in the prcsen/ lense; and 
ob Scott very properly remarks upon the passage — "The 
Bevils believe, confesa, and tremble; but none truly and 
thoroughly confess him, withnut knowing, in the present 
tense, that he Li come m the flesh — in themselves spiritual- 
ly." But let us hear the Apostle i^oin, who, a* if to im- 
press tis with his deep spiritual views on this point, states 
ihc same proposition in the following verse necativelt! 
" Every spirit that confesselh not that Jesus Christ 
' js come in the flesh, is mot of God"; and after^i'ards, ' He 
l^iat hatli the son hath life, and he .that hath not the son ot 
' God hath not life.' Here again the Apostle speaks in tttc 
present tense; and the whole of tliy argument, upon Qua- 
ker principles, is as forcible against him, as against the doc- 
trine of the pamphlet. If thou wouldst not overthrow tlie 
oldlcnclof 'immediate divine revelation," why all thb 
pains to maJtc Job Scott appear in the wrong? 

The 12lh page of thy Letter contains soirvc observa- 

MonK tending to confirm the idcn, tliat diy bcutimcnts arc 

' "limical to those of our worthy predecessors. John the 

tapttst on seeing Jes^s coming tuhim, said "Behold the 

limb of God which takctli mray ihc sin of the world" 



John i, 29. On this thou remarkest, " The common notions 
of the christian world which I believe to be quite right^ 
and the pamphlet quite wrongs make the Lamb of God to 
be the man Christ Jesus, who was foreshewn by the lamb 
in the Jewish passover.*' Now, according to thy doctrine, 
•* the sins of the world" are taken away by *' the man '! the 
lamb of the Jewish passover was the type of a * man"! — the 
outward lamb, was the type of the outward man ! One 
outward thing was the type of another outward thing ! By 
this interpretation* when Christ partook with his disciples of 
the paschal feast, the anti-type helped them to eat the type qf 
himself! This kind of doctrine I would suppose, could 
hardly be relished by Friends on either side of the ocean I 
However that may be, by William Penn it could not. In 
his '* Christian Quaker" (a very significant appellative in 
the present casej he says, ** one outward thing cdiXinoih^ih^ 
proper figure of another. Nor is it the way of holy scrip- 
ture so to teach us. The outward lamb, shews forth the 
iyiward lamb — the Jew outward^ the Jew inward^ &c. See 
Christ. Quak. chap. xvi. 

Now this '* inward lamb," of which William Penn 
speaks, is that which the primitive christians called *'Christ 
in you^ the hope of glory, whom," says the Apostle, " we 
preach." •* The mystery hid from ages, but now made 
manifest in the saints. ^^ It is the great luminary of the spi-^ 
ritual churchy under the Gospel dispensation — that church, 
which John, in the vision of light, saw ** descending out of 
heaven from God'' — a city which *'had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the lamb is the light thereof.'' Rev. xxi. 10 
and 23. And this " light" is what the primitive Quakers 
called ** the light within". It was the great corner stone of 
their faith ; — the root and spring of their ministry. They 
held it up as the ** unspeakable gift," principle, or manife&i 
tation of God to man — the reprover, reconciler, justifier, 
and sanctifier of the soul — in a word, '* God manifest ia 
the flesh' — and, under the new covenant, our atonement, 
mediator and redeemer. And that body which John saw 
with his corporeal eyes, they called " the prepared body^* 
** the vail^^ " the instrument or vessel in and by which,'* 
says William Penn. " God declared the blessed glad ti- 
dings of his love, and message of reconciliation to the 
world," See Christ. Quak. Chap, xvii. See also Penning- 




:dn's works; M'liUehead's '■ Light and life of Christ 

," &c. &c. &c. From all which it plainly appears, thai 

pronouncing Job Scolt to be " quite wrong' tliou dc 

JiClarest thy apostacy from the original principles of the pri* 

j^itive Quakers ! and thy unity wilh ' the common no- 

•itions of the christian world'' ! — in other words, that thou 

hast embraced the irralional, dark doctrine of the TRiai> 

XY ! 

Thy Letter presents a large field for animadversion, but 
it is not my intention to fbllow thee through all the iviDil* 
ings of ihy dark and devious course. It would exceed 
Ae limits I have prescribed to myself, and be as tediousos 
J X trust it is unnecessary There are however, a few scntl* 
Ijinents and oliscrvations in thy Letter, that I feel a concern 
to notice before I close this communication. They have 
suggested to my mind some considerations which I think 
worthy of attention, as being of vit;d importance to the so- 
ciety of which I am a member; for whose welfare, as for 
my own, I feel an ardent solicitude : therefore, 

Before I proceed, I would again call thy attenlion 
to a characteristic of our friend Job Scolt, as given 
by his friends of the National Half-year's meeting in 
Ireland. It is a very important trait, in the character 
of any member of a church, professing cur principka. 
it is contained in the following words: " He was a dili- 
gent waiter to experience renewed qiuilificationa for 
service, before he attempted to move, either in the minis- 
try, or discipline; well knowing, that without Aj'resh a- 
noinlmg, any endeavour to act, must prove ineffectual, 
and tend to center in If/cless formality." I notice this part 
of the testimony concerning Job Scott, because it has im- 
mediate reference to the only safe ground, on which the 
true church, or any of its members can stand. We may 
be very active in the tempond concerns of the church — wc 
may send out missionaries to preach to the heathen, as IM 
call them — we may form Bible Societies, Tract Societies^ 
and indeed any other Societies, witli the most imposing ti- 
tles, and >vith the most benevolent designs — wc may, by 
the knoulcdge of tiie languages, and the assistance of Icam* 
cd mcD, become famous expounders of the scripturc5; ye^ 
if wc have not experienced' renewed qualificitioiis for ihc 
ftcrvice, immediately conferred by the head of the churchy 
It will ftU " center in lifeless formality," and instead of; 
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moting the object in view, will greatly retard it. If I mi^, 
take not, It has been one of the leading objects of our s^ 
ciety, to hold up these views, and so far as wc depart froiil' 
tliem, we let fall this noble testimony, weaken ourselves,' 
as a member or branch of the universal church, mingle 
with the mass of christian professors, and deleat the great 
design of Divine Providence in raising us up, as a dislincf 
religious society. True cfmrity does not lead to an aiii« 
algamation of our society, nor indeed of any reiigiouj 
community, with others. It leads us, faithfully to support 
the various testimonies committed to our trust — to hold 
up to tlie world, the light, which it has pleaseddivine good? 
ness, to place in our candlestick — te regartl others with, 
kindness, charity, and brotherly love, but noltomingtp^ 
with them, in the execution of their religious scheme^: 
unless, by the indubitable clearness afforded in the light of 
truth. 

When I have taken a view of the honest, upright mem^ 
bers of all societies, into which the christiah world is di- 
vided, I have eompared them, to the difTereni khids c^ 
■workmen, necessary to the erection of a building. Theso 
workmen all contribute to the completion of the work, ih 
various ways, and the design is best effected, by each oi«( 
faithfully performing the diatind portion allotted him. iff 
the carpenter should interfere with the object of the mason, 
or the painter neglect his work to do the business of the 
carpenter, instead of promoting the great design, embar- 
rassment would ensue, and the work, like the vessel of an 
unskilful potter, would be marred upon the wheel ! 

I have made these remarks preparatory to a review of 
part of thy Letter, (page 9,) in which; I believe, thou hast 
expressed unnecessary concern, for the reputation of our 
religious community— a concern arising from a very mis- 
taken view of the design of Providence, with respect to 
the building of his militant church. It is in these words: 
'■ When I see in many, whom I know, of other denomind- 
tions, a lively concern and diligent endeavour to spread 
the knowledge of Christ, [Book-knov.kdge] to promote the 
reception and perusal of the holy scriptures — [by means of 
Bible Societies] when I am obliged to admit on certain evi- 
dence, that these labours have been blessed and have suc- 
ceeded, to the turning many to righteousness, — when I be- 
li^oid thesf things, in which we (aa a body) have taken, hiffi- 
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fcto 80 KWfepart, t own I feel for the christian c) 
b ipld r^utation, of that part of the visible professing chi 
% earth, to which I belong." 

Now, admitting all thou hast said respecting the ^^ 
tf this kind of labour, does it therefore follow, that there U 
my ground for * regret," that " we as a body, ' have 
en so litthpart in them ? While wt arc doing mar 
f the building, cannot we behold others doing their 
|irithout envy or "regret'"? Thy regret in the 
Jtopears to me just as rational, as it would be in a ma: 
Khen seeing the painter at work, to regret that he had not 
Tiid down his trowel and taken up the brush '. while at 
bme time, he could do much more service, by keepinj 
' ' s trade ! In the same page, thou hast granted, that 
c a peculiar people, and have peculiar testimonies to 
to the simplicily, peaceabkness; and purily of Chi 
kingdom.'' Then, why not bend all our efforts to bear] 
our testimonies ? Have we not work enough to do \ 
■ pur master, in the sphere allotted us ? Have we so mui 
die time, that we can do aU our own work, and the ivork 
f otliers too ? Or have wc Jinisltcd our worky and may 
ow charitably help our neighbors? Alas! my friend, 
jjflie true ansvitr to these questions, might very reasonably 
ubate all tliy "regret,' that we '"as a body," have not 
[joined with others, in what they may very consistently 
t perform, but which w;f mmw/, and have neither time not 
tiny religious call to undertake. I believe it to be raort 
pforeign to our business, than the trade of a painter, is to 
tfiatofamason I There are various reasons of great weight, 
why we cannot unite with otliers in these schemes; some 
pf which have been alluded to in a former part of this Let 
(er; buta volume might be profitably filled, in pointing 
"icm out ! 

[ believe the solemn language of Divine mercy to 
society is ' Come out from among them, and be ye s( 
rate." "To tliy tents, O Israel''; and not <mly in dil 
lercy to our society, but to the universal church. 
? good of the whole depends, upon tlic health and 
less of evcrj' part. Thou lust admitted that \\v 
"peculiar testimonies to bear."' Now, I bditvt, 
strength to bear them, depends on our devotion, in sinj 
ncss of heart, to tiie secret unfoldings of Divine wli 
•od to our iirtited labour as a diatiml body uf reli 



professors. By mingling in the concerns of others, we ne- 
glect our own business, and become weak, as the reed that 
is shaken by the wind. To "come out from among them 
and be separate , is therefore the highest act of charity to 
others, and the surest proof of wisdom in ourselves ! 

When I consider the extent of Divine goodness to us 
as a people — when I consider the origin, and progress, and 
present state of our religious society, my heart is affected, 
and the tear steals down my cheek. We were brought forth 
in great weakness, with hardly swadling clothes to wrap 
us, with no manger to shelter us, and a dreadful storm 
howling around. George Fox, a poor stripling* wander- 
ing up and down the country, seeking rest to his soul and 
finding none — asking of the priest a morsel of bread and re- 
ceiving a stone, was, in adorable mercy, not by any ouU 
ward meanSy but by the immediate pointing of the divine 
finger, led to seek for heavenly bread, where it can only be 
found — to ** Christ within^^ to him who said, through his 
'* elect servant," the blessed Messiah *' I am the bread of 
Kfe, he tlvit cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst." As the wandering A- 
rab of dhe desert, who, parched with thirst, and vtzdY *^ 
perish, when he finds a fountain of water, pure and refresh- 
ing, in some unexpected spot, lifts up his eyes to heaven, 
in tears of gratitude, wantingjlanguage to express his praise; 
so it was with this poor despised outcast. Being now 
brought to the spring of divine life in the soul, and enabled 
to draw water from *' the wells of salvation *' in gratitude 
to God, and love to his fellow creatures, he felt himself 
called to go forth and preach this gospel to the world. 
Happily for him and his countr}'^ — happily for us, and for 
generations yet unborn, he " reasoned not with flesh and 
^bloodf but gave up to the heavenly vision ' — and what was 
the immediate consequence? ** As face answereth to face 
in a glass," so did his simple message of ** the light with- 
in," his testimony to the sufficiency of the holy spirit in the 
90uly as a teaclier and guide in the way of salvation, an- 
swer to the experience of his hearers ! Thousands flock- 
ed to this standard ; it was something they could under- 
stand ! The rich and the poor — the wise and the ignor- 
ant — the learned and the unlearned, like the " merchant - 
man seeking goodly pearls,' when directed to this " peari 
of great 'price, ' went and " sold all that they mi^Vvt W-^ ijj? 
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in a very £ort time, many able miniatejis ivfcre 
to preach with power and authory the same simple 
It was in vain that priests and magistrates — the 
tical and the civil authorities attempted to crush them, 
is true they raised a storm, whose desolating blast threit 
encd inevitable deslruction. But he who is the refuge of 

»his people, was to them like a great rock in a wearj- land- 
he sheltered them from the intended ruin, and raised diem 
up, overall opposition, to be his witnesses for this simple 
but eternal truth, that, " whatsoever is to be known o/uti 
is manifest in mam for God tiai/i sfiewed it unto /tim"-~ 
a truth so fully confirmed in the experience of evcrj- ni 
christian, and so entirely accordant with many of the plain- 
est passages in the New Testament, it is a matter of sur- 
prise that any one, but especially a member oFeur socictv, 
should doubt it for a moment, or be induced by any ftiean 
to raise above it an inferior standard. 

While the society of Friends kept clost; to tliis prind* 
pie, preaching and practising upon this simple ground, ibcy 
were like "a tree planted by the waters, that spreadeth out 
her roots by the river, regardless of the heat; whose letl 

iis always green; who is careless of the year of drought; 
' nnd doth not cease fromyieldingyru//." Jcr. xvli. 8. But 
what is our situation now ? Much more like '' the heath in 
the desert," like those who "inhabit the parched pi 
of the wilderness;" like an oak, whose Itaf fadeth; ( 
the garden that hati) no water!' And what is the cai 
Is the fountain become dry ? Is the arm of the Lord sh( 
cned that he cannot save? No! Christ is 'the same to- 
day, yesterday and forever." But tt*f, or at least many of 
us, " liave comniitlcd two great evils — " forsaken 
fountain ofliving waters, and hewed out to ourselves 
erns, tfrokcn cisterns, that can hold no water."' Instead! 
" waiting for renewed qualification before we attcmpi 
move in religious service,'' we are uniting with thobe, who 
do not cv&iprofessso to wait: instead of holding up the 
"light within," and tlie necessity of its heavenly jllur=— 
tion, to direct us in eotry step we take, we ■' luve 
died a fire, compassed ourselves about with sparks, wall ^ 
in the light ol' our lire, and in the sjarks that wc have fcfn'. 
died.*' Wc hnve taken the government of ourschx-s into 
•ur own hands ! ' And what is our reward ? It is t/utt, 
whkh always did, and always will foliov,- euch a ctmrsct 
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pe down in sorrow," we have "centered &i liftlesc 

mality" ! 

tUappy would it be for our religious society, if, taking 
Arniiig by the past, wc should wisely improve the future ; 
t back to first principles; resign our hold on the world, 
h3 its deleterious spirit — "come out from amongst »■ 
Jem and be entirely separate.'' It is from deep convic 
J>n thai I venture to express the sentiment, that nothin) 
port of this painful, but necessary course, will ever reston 
te« as a society, to our ancient brightness; or enable us tfl 
p:comphsh the gracious design of our merciful CreatorJ 
h raising us up, and giving us a name, as a distinct bodjll 
of religious professors, 

I know very well thou wilt differ from me in opinion a 
this subject. While I am pleading for a more distinct lira 
of demarcation between us and the world — thou art anx" 
ious for obliterating the little difference that remains ! 
happens however, that both of our plans have been testeij 
by experience, and the result of each cannot be raistafcend 
It is visible in every page of our history — the present stattn 
of society proclaims it in hngxiage that cannot be misung 
derstood. Just In that degree that we have approximatej 
to the world, and accommodated oursetf to its maxims aiiifl 
manners in tliat same degree, have we become weak a 
tottering. Just in that degree that we have embraced itj 
doctrines and opinions, in that degree have wc become (fi* 
traded and divided amongst ourselves ! In the same pr<^ 
portion that we have united in the plans of others and bei i 
come partners in their schemes, we have neglected ourj 
own proper business, until a state of insolvency has in ma-*I 
ny places nearly overtaken us. What clearer proof can wef 
ha\'e, that thy plan is defective, — that it is p;i]pably errcj- j 
neous. 

There is one passage in thy Letter, which pertains ft>^ 
the present subject, and which I consider, as the most ftr-'J 
traordlnary of any. that ever was presented for mv conside- M 
ration. It is couched in the following terms. Speakmg 
qf die religious society of Friends, thou sayest, " The day 
will come, however soon or late, when tue must merge (if 
we remain so long a society) into the great risscmbly rf the 
visible church !" 

If I understand the meaning of this passage, it is, that 
the day will come when the society of FrJends mastlThite 
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; iiuiiiGTous societies which uonstiiule 

ihlc cliurch ! Now, the truth is, that, weare sound in our 

view3 of Christianity — or we are not. If we are sound and 

the other professors of religion are not so — for, iiolmth- 

staiiding all assertions to the contrary, we widely differ from 

each other — and if evergospel principles prevail, the ''visible 

church must merge in ours. If we are not sound, then, 

I as thou sayest "vvc must merge in the great asseniblr of 

I the visible church," or seek for some new light to guidev 

i pn our way. 

I From a pretty close attention to events, during ihirtr or 
[ forty years, I have been consoled and encouraged intlic bt- 
|lt^f, that the original principles of our society are spreading 
widely in the world. The unlawfulness of W a b has found 
able advocates in those not of our name. A hireiibc 
NisTOV is coming more and more into dispute in ottr 
country; and many not of our society, have lifted up u no- 
ble standard against it. The curse of Slavebv, which 
we were very early engaged to paint in all its horrors, ia 
beginning to be seen in its true light, by the serious and 
upright members of all religious communities, Oathi 
are generally acknowledged to be inefficient for the purpo. 
' kcs Intended by tliem, and many of different persuasions 
, bear a practical testimony against them in our Courts of 
Justice. And religious ec^uality, hardly thought of 
in the seventeenth century, and if at all the subject erf con- 
aderation, was supposed to bean impracticable thing; 
now the law of our land. 

So far the merging has been the right way ; and if 
society had been faithful to its original principles and 
monies, neither bartering them for the smiles nor ab: 
doning tlicm for the frowns of the world, I believe the hap. 
py consequences would have been much more con»picu. 
ous. 

When Admiral Penn, the father of the founder of Pcnn> 
iylvani.-!, ^va!>on his death bed, and with a mind serene and 
, unclouded, was enabled to make a just estimate of this 
transitory world ; ' weajied to live, as well as near to die, 
•J|e look his leave of us," says his son, "and ofmc with 
, thin expression, and a most composed countenance — • son 
. William, if you and your friends, keep to your plain way ol' 
, preaching, and your plain way of living, you will make ah 
' ' ■ ; priests to ttic end of the world, 
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of the grave, this great man, by a beam from heavenj 
f. sluning across the narrow limits, which separate time from 
i «ternity ; was enabled to perceive a most momentous truth 
- — <i truth, which I weep to think, many of my fellov^r pro* 
L lessors are trampling under their feet — blind to its import- 
^ ^rice, both to themselves and to the best Interests of man- 
■ iLind. O, that I had the power, as I have the will, I would 
: Impress on the soul of every member of the society, to 
•which I belong, a sense of the awful responsibility of our 
:: station, in the church of Christ, and in the world. Called, 
t . as I believe, by the Holy spirit, to hold up a standard to 
dz the surrounding nations-^-to promulgate the gospel, in lis 
:.-} divine sithplmtt/ and purity; many of our members by 
ii truckling to the world — courting its friendship — aspiring 
• to its honours — Seeking its riches, and conforming to its 
E spirit, ai*e not only depriving themselves of the superior 
k: joys, and consolations* of mwarrf^/^fnYf/a/ religion; but are 
casting stumbling blocks in the way of the honest, but poor 
and disconsolate inquirers, who are seeking the way to 
fi.^ Zion, with their faces thitherward. And now, instead of 
»j keeping to our *' plain way of living, and plain way of 
^ preaching,'* they have launched out into all the fopperies, 
o«; and fashions, of a vain, trifling age — have mixed in the a$i 
>i semblies, and united themselves with the schemes of priests, 
^- and prelates — building up, what they were designed to cast 
^ do\<rn; and thus frustrating the original, and everlastingly- 
l important design, of the great head of the church ! 

The subject of Admiral Penn's dying communication, is 
too important to be passed over lightly. Bear with me, 
my friend, if I dwell a little longer on the subject. * ' If 
you and your friends, keep to your plain way of living'^ -^ 
a niost important branch of our religious profession ! How 
is the situation of thousands of our menibers, to be pitiej 
and iartiented, owing to their departure from this testimo- 
ny? With large families to support by their attention tO' 
busihieis— ^with manifold charges to ddfray, more than is 
necessary to maintain' them; they are kept like gallery 
ddires to the oar, struggling against the tide — no leisure for 
retirbtnent^ and with litde time to improve their own minds, 
or attend to the all-important subject, of educ^Sting theit 
ofTspring* Thus, thousands of our children, in their ten- 
defr years, when their minds are most susceptible of religious; 
ihipressiohs, are left uncuhivatcid; and' ttev %to^ \x^*, vi^ 
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sttiMblcto the importance of ourtcbtimonies — prepared t5 
listen to tlic first whispers of lemplatioii, and when, in Oic 
ardour aiid inexperience of the youthful state, the OTtt. 
berbearliig current of passion and example, sets in upon 
them, they are swept away — lost to socifty at lcM&i,and 
perhaps become the subjects of poig;nant but uaava^ug 
grief to their affectionate parents. 

"Your plain way ofUving," Itseemstome, Uiat manyof 
our members have so entirely lost sight of our original tca- 
mony, in this particular, that they think, if their garmcM) 
are formed to a certain plan, the great object of the con- 
cern is attained ! When we consider ihe mode of living 
common amongst our members, their splendid housoy 
costly furniture, elegant ornaments, all so nearly corres- 
ponding to the fashion of the times, we cannot suppose,for 
a moment, that a "plain way of living" isany part of their 
concern. It is true, certain '• peculiarities" are scnipu* 
, lously attended to. An active member of society, for la* 
stance, though he may indulge in great splendor, in other 
respects; must not hang in his parlour, prints, or paiotii^ 
The most costly productions of the loom, may ornament 
his house, cover his floors, or clothe his back; his glitter- 
ing coach and prancing steeds, may bear him to h^ wor 
ship; stilU he must conform to a certain unintelligable ruiei 
he must not introduce pictures or statues, into his house; 
the brim of his hat must be a little wider, and the crown a 
little lower than otiiers; and his coat must be cut to a cer 
tain pattern ! His moral deportment being correct, and 
these things attended to he is at liberty to appear in meet- 
ings for thesupport of our discipline, without any objec- 
tion, or difficulty. But this is not ;iU. — While he Is lay- 
ing waste our most important testimonies, regardless of 
our "plain way rf living.' and an enemy to our "plain 
way of pre;ict,iiig," he may judge and oppose our 
thoriztd ministers, however correct in their dcportn 
however conformable to our discipline, who keep to 
*• plain way of preaching," but testify against the darl 
principU.'i and inconsistent //rarticfs of those, who profess 
the nclfdi-iiying doctrines of George Fox, and our primi- 
tive Friends. 

Our practices, as mcmbeis of the society, are Indeed a 
little various. Some indulge in one thing-— some in ano- 
ther, but, taking us all together, wc very much resemble 
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the Musselmans, who were forbid to eat a certain unde- 
fined part of the swine. One eats one part, another takes 
a different part ; one thinks this forbid — the other that; all 
are very scrupulous; but at length the whole animal is com- 
pletely devoured. 

" Your plain way of preaching' — This conrerns both 
parts of our societVi — ^you as well as us. How is our no^ 
ble testimony for a free gospel ministry, laid waste, by a 
temporizing spirit ? On our part, in some of our meetings, 
I have heard objections made to the term *' hireling, '* 
when applied to a stiperidiary priesthood— a priesthood, 
as much opposed to the doctrines of the New Tes- 
tament — to the practice and txample of Christ, and his a- 
postles, as darkness is opposed to light ! I have heard hon- 
est Friends publicly censured, for bearinjg an open testi- 
mony, iagainst such a priesthood/ The fear of ofl'ending, 
or some other weakness, has, by these mistaken professors, 
been put into the scale, against this excellent testimony ; 
they have added tlieir weight to the wrong side of the ba- 
lance, and done what they could, to abate a concern, a- 
gainst one of the greatest evils, that afflicts the church and 
the world. 

On your side of the Ocean, a more affecting scene is ex- 
hibited ! In your yearly Epistle, we are informed that 
from 13,000/. to 16,000/* sterling, about 70,000 dollars, 
are annually extorted by the Clerg)- , &c., from the little conu 
munity of Friends ! And for what is it done ? I s there 
any **quid pro quo'* in the case ? Is there any equivalent 
given for this enormous sum ? No ! The law of the land 
opposed to the plainest precepts of the gospel — opposed to 
the gospel dispensation itself, is in their favour; and by 
that unrighteous law they do not scruple, to wrest from the 
hand of labour, the just reward of patient, painful toil. And 
yet that same society, who struggled into existence, through 
the oppressive weight of clerical influence — who owes its 
standing to the Divine arm, enabling it to resist, by 
great exertion, the deadly force of a learned, acute, perso- 
vering, though benighted priesthood. I say that same so- 
ciety, or at least some of its leading members, are cring- 
ing to, or fawning upon their oppressors — courting their 
£eivors, and, and ready to kiss the hand that is raised, to 
take the bread out of the mouths of their poor struggling 
fellow professors / Such conduct as this, cannot but weak- 
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en our testimony for a "plnin way of preaching''; iiisteadol 
making "an end of the priests to the end of the world", 

,^t will only prolong their existence — t>treiigthcn the hands 
of oppression, and difeatOHC of the ends, of our most right 
eous testimony, to \he freedom ^<n& spir'ttiialtty oi a pure 
gospel ministry. It needs not the spirit of prophecy to 
foresee, that if this course is pursued, wc must at le^E^ 
''merge into the great assembly of the visible churchr 

"YourpiMn way of preaching." What thinkest tbu 
this dying man meant by these expressions ? I will tco* 

i^ture to mention, what I suppose he meant by them. The 
Admiral had lived long enough to sec, that any legalized, 
privileged church establishment, was a dead weight on so- 
ciety. He had observed that the ministers of such an es- 
tablishment, did not preach the self-denying doctrines of 
the gospel — such doctrines militate against them, and their 
trade. He knew, that abstruse metaphysical questionv 
and all the- endless quiddities of s]>eculative theology, thougb 
they might amuse some of the auditors, %vere not only un- 
profitable, but extremely injurious. He saw, that the doo 
trines of our society, were pMn, easily widerxtovd^ and 
leading to practical righteousness; that when there was QO 
pecuniary iniertsi in question — no love of fume, or power, 1 
to impel us, there could be no motive to conceal the truth, 
or propagate error. He had, in fine, observed Ujat the 
priests had become corrupt and cruel — that the glory of 
christi.ini[y had departed from them, and had rested on ttie 
head of that despised people, whose "plain way of living, 
and plain way of preaching," were not only in accordance 
with the doctrines of the gospel, but calculated in their na- 
ture, to break down one of the most t} rannical, and op- 
pressive systems, that had ever been established, over con- 
science and property, in the militant church. 

I am aware- that my sentiments on this and otiicr sub* 
jecls. will be by one class of my readers, attributed to a 
narrow sectarian spirit. In the 17lh page of thy Letter, 
Job Scott is accused of ivanting cluritj-. Thi-Tc is a kind 
ofa|ihing now very common in the world, and passing cur- 
rent on both sides of the Atlantic, called CuAan\ — a 
mere counterfeit, resembling that of the Apostles in but a 
single fciiturc — It "covereth a multitude of sins*'! But 
mark ! they are the sins of the great, the rich, or the noble 
-—or of those who digregjudtto tWUfionicB of ifaft 6w;«i}i 



rto wbich we hdang. It overlooks, or palliates, or jus*- 
ti&es any dep^ure .£roni these. It would almost sub- 
fscribe to a creed of jarring and absurd doctrines, rather 
than fall out with the world ! But if a conscientious bro^ 
ther, however consistent his character and conduct, 
should differ from these charitable folks, in .a sii^gle specu- 
btive point, or press with zeal our original prixiciples^ then, 
away goes their charity ! it vanishes, into £ur-r:thjin air ! He 
is a heretic, or lan enthusiast, or a bigot, or a deist, or an 
infidel, or some such terrible thing! and is held. up as a 
bugbei^, to frighten us from the. exercise of one of the 
most sacred rights of a disciple of Christ, free enquiry.* 
The ancient cry is practically raised, *'away lyith such a 
oae>firqm the earth; it is notfit that he should live." Acts, 
xxii. 22. I say practically ^ for his house is avoided as the 
seat of contagion? the business by which he lives, is ta* 
ken from him and he is left with a family on his hands, to 
shift for himself as well as he can. This is modem chari- 
ty ; and /think, it is no disgrace to be without it. It is 
very prevalent in the world* and many are suffering ui^der 
it. If to want it is to be a bigot, or a heretic, or any oth- 
er thing of that kind; I should be glad to deserve such ap- 
pellatives. 

The time is approaching and not. very distant, when the 
society of Friends must resume, and faithfully support our 
ancient testimonies, to the simplicity of the gospel, in doc- 
trine and practice — must adopt * a plain way of living, and 
plain way of preaching," or the great husbandman will 
visit our vineyard, * and take away the hedge thereof and 
it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof and 
it shall be trodden down — ^and will lay it waste; it shall 
not be pruned nor digged, but briars and thorns will more 
and more come up therein; and he will command the clouds, 
that they ram no rain upon it.'^ ThenVindeed* shall we 
'* merge in the'^great assembly of the visible church"/ 

But I hope better things, for our society, though I tiius 
speak. It is pleasing to look over our country, and see, 



• •• Yea, and why, even of yourselves, judg^ ye not what is right." Luke xii. 
57. The right of private judgment is here recogtiized and appealed to by Christ 
himself ! In fact, it is obvious, that no man can be a disciple of Christ, who i^ 
not such, by the force of evidence constraining him to subdiissioD and obedleirce 
to the principles of truth ! 
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c same divine providence, wrliich first raised us tt] 
be a people, is raising up a noble arm}", to advance and ^^ 
fend the cause of pure religion. He is qualifying- ,ai 
sending abroad his ministers, from the hoar)' headed vde. 
rans, down to the little Davids of our Israel; who arc gg- 
ing forth with the gospel trumpet towards the East and the 
West and the North and the South — proclaiming the inth 
" in its native simplicity and divine excellency '. I saj I 
hope better things for our society. In the language lf{ 
that dignified minister, Samuel Fotliergill, expressed 
Meeting House in London, almost sixty years ago 1 1 
say, ' I cannot think that a people, whom the Lord 
raised by his ou-n invincible power, and so signalltf pi 
his name amongst; were ever designed to be only Uie 
sient glory of a couple of centuries. I am still revived' 
a secret hope of belter times, when our Zion shall again , 
on her beautiful garments, and in her and with her, shsS 
arise Judges as at the first, and Counsellors and Lawgiver* 
as at the beginning. The gracious car of our hea^'enly Fa- 
ther is still open to the supplications of his children, and I 
believe he will yet be jealous over his land and pitj- his pec- 
pic. The time approaches %vhen the great dasher in pie- 
ces will more and more come up amongst us, and may ^ 
who are broken by him wait to be healed by the arising of 
his love. I live in the faith, and I believe I shall die in the 
faith that the Lord of Hosts will yet beautify the place of 
of his feet — that our Zion will yet become an eternal excel- 
lency, and Jerusalem the praise of the whole earth." The 
bowels of adorable compassion yet yearn over his children, 
with all the tenderness of a father's love. * How shall 1 
give thee up, O Ephraim ? How shall I make ihce as 
Admah, and set thee as Zeboim ? How shall I cut thee off 
from being a people before me ?' By this moving and pa- 
thetic language, would the Great Father of the universe io- 
ducc us to return to the arms of everlasting mercy !** 



1 am wth due respect, 



A FRIEND IN AMERICA- 
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^ The reader is requested to correct the foUowii^ erQ^rs^ 
/ irhich escaped a timely attention, 

^ Page 18, for ^* John Joseph Gumey/' read Joseph John 

Gumey. 
^ 21, Ime 19, for ^^ appearance/' appearances. 

C 35j line 3, for ^' sine qui non," read sine qua nen* 

48, line 16, for '^ dispute," read disrepute. 

49, line 15, for ^^ obscuDe/' read absurdi; 
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This book should be returned 
the Library on or before the laat < 
stamped below. 

A fine of five oents a day is incui 
by retaining it beyond the speoi 
time. 
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